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'THE KARNATAKA PANCHAYAT RAJ
(CONDUCT OF ELECTION) RULES, 1993

Whereas the draft of the Karnataka Panchayat Raj (Conduct of Election) Rules,
1993 was published as required by sub-section (1) of Section 311 of the Karnataka
Panchayat Raj Act, 1993 (Karnataka Act 14 of 1993) in Notification No. RDP 251 ZPS
93, dated 13th September, 1993 in Part IV, Section 2-C(ii) of the Karnataka Gazette
(Extraordinary) inviting objections and suggestions from all persons likely to be
affected thereby before 29th September, 1993;

And whereas, the said Gazette was made available to the public on 13th
September, 1993;

And whereas no objections or suggestions have been received in respect of the
said draft by the State Government;

Now, therefore, in exercise of the powers conferred by Sections 2, 5, 7, 10, 14,
120, 126, 130, 131, 159, 165, 170 and 271 read with Section 311 of the Karnataka
Panchayat Raj Act, 1993 (Karnataka Act 14 of 1993), the Government of Karnataka
makes the following rules namely:-

Chapter I
Preliminary

1. Title and Commencement.- (1) These rules may be called the Karnataka
Panchayat Raj (Conduct of Election) Rules, 1993.

(2) They shall come into force at once.
2. Definitions.- In these rules, unless the context otherwise requires;

(1) “Act” means the Karnataka Panchayat Raj Act, 1993 (Karnataka Act 14 of
1993);

(2) “Chavadi” includes a place which is directed to be a chavadi for the purpose
of the Karnataka Land Revenue Act, 1964;

(3) “Deputy Commissioner” means the Deputy Commissioner of the District in
which the Grama Panchayat or Taluk Panchayat or Zilla Panchayat is situated;

(4) “Form” means of form appended to these rules;

1. Published in the Karnataka Gazette, dated 7-10-1993, vide Notification No. RDP 251 ZPS 93,
dated 7-10-1993.



(5) “Presiding Officer” means any person appointed under Rule 9 as Presiding
Officer and includes any Polling Officer performing any of the functions of a Presiding
Officer under Rule 11;

(6) “Public holiday” means any day which is a public holiday for the purposes
of Section 25 of the Negotiable Instruments Act, 1881 (Central Act 26 of 1881);

(7) “Qualified candidate” or “Candidate qualified to be chosen” shall mean a
candidate, who is qualified to be chosen in an election held under the provisions of the
Act and the rules made thereunder;

(8) “Reserved seat” means a seat reserved for Scheduled Castes, Scheduled
Tribes, Backward Classes and Women under Sections 5, 123 and 162 of the Act;
[8-2) “22& TRIWE TI” V0BT Foore3d JOPOPT ToeT ROFNG DTBERN FOEROT
e.—oz%@;oiaa ST TOORES mééiﬁ LETEITOTIRE, VT TIORET TTACLYTHR @&32@?0333
033 2SN REOTVTVT DOWITT W ERT WS TWPE TF WHRNTT. FOWOHAT
ORI IR AOT  IHHeLRTD  FT[O & T[J[owd [T, B ATR
TRHTIOCIPNTOTT. [T TIVFWT TOSF 208 Tone TOOF TONE B VBT LHOWYT
BAFT  (SNeFLRE 9TT) VORI, 199930 eBRT WS TIPEO  TTWR,  DTOBWBOD
ROTPFER, AT WINRNZT;]

(9) “Returning Officer” means any person appointed under Rule 6 as
Returning Officer and includes an Assistant Returning Officer performing any of the
functions of a Returning Officer;

(10) “Section” means a section of the Act;

(11) “State Election Commission” means the State Election Commission
constituted under Section 308 of the Act.

1. Clause (8a) inserted by Notification No. RDP 168 ZPS 2003, dated 7-2-2004



Chapter II
Conduct of Election of Zilla Panchayat, Taluk Panchayat and Grama Panchayat

3. Conduct of Election: (1) Election to the Zilla Panchayat, Taluk Panchayat
and Grama Panchayat shall be conducted under the superintendence, direction and
control of the State Election Commission.

(2) Subject to the superintendence, direction and control of the State Election
Commission, the Deputy Commissioner shall coordinate and supervise all work in the
district in connection with the conduct of elections to the Zilla Panchayat, Taluk
Panchayat and Grama Panchayat. The Deputy Commissioner shall also perform such
other functions pertaining to the said elections as may be entrusted to him by the
State Election Commission.

4. Electoral Roll.- (1) The Electoral Roll for each Zilla Panchayat constituency
shall be split into one or more parts taking into consideration the area within the
constituency wherein the voters to be included, in each part belong to a named area,
street or road within the constituency and the Electoral Roll so split up in respect of
the several parts of the constituency will together constitute the Electoral Roll for such
constituency.

(2) A copy of such Electoral Roll in respect of each constituency shall be kept
open for inspection in the office of the Deputy Commissioner, Tahsildar, Zilla
Panchayat, Taluk Panchayat and Grama Panchayat and in the chavadi.

5. List of voters.- (1) ![The concerned Tahsildar] shall split up the list of voters
for each Grama Panchayat constituency, or as the case may be, each Taluk Panchayat
constituency, into one or more parts taking into consideration the area within the
constituency wherein the voters to be included in each part belong to a named area,
street or road within the constituency, and the list of voters split up in respect of the
several parts of the constituency will together constitute the list of voters for each
constituency.

(2) 2[The concerned Tahsildar] shall authenticate the list of voters for each
constituency by affixing his seal on the list. He shall, subject to sub-section (2) of

1. Substituted for the words “Secretary of Grama Panchayat or the officer authorized under sub-Section
(3) of Section 10 of the Act in the case of Grama Panchayat and the Executive Officer or an officer
authorized under sub-Section (3) of Section 126 of the Act in the case of Taluk Panchayat” by
Notification No. RDP 113 ZPS 98, dated 20-11-1998.

2. Substituted for the words “The Secretary or the Officer authorized under sub-section (3) of Section 10
in the case of Grama Panchayat and Executive Officer or an officer authorized under sub-section (3)
of Section 126 in the case of Taluk Panchayat” by Notification No. RDP 113 ZPS 98, dated 20-11-
1998.



Section 10 and sub-Section (2) of Section 126, from time to time carry out in the
authenticated copy of each such list any amendment, transposition or deletion of ay
entry in the Electoral Roll of the Zilla Panchayat constituency and initial against each
such amendment, transposition or deletion so made.

(3) A copy of such list of voters in respect of each constituency shall be kept
open for inspection in the office of the Grama Panchayat, Taluk Pancayat and the
Tahsildar and in the chavadi.

6. Returning Officer.- (1) For every constituency, for every General Election of
the members of Grama Panchayat or Taluk Panchayat or Zilla Panchayat or for an
election to fill a casual vacancy the Deputy Commissioner shall designation or
nominate one or more Returning Officers who shall be officers of the Government or of
a local authority;

Provided that if more than one Returning Officer is nominated or designated
the Deputy Commissioner shall specify the constituency or constituencies for which
each such officer is nominated or designated.

(2) The Deputy Commissioner may in the same manner designate or nominate
one or more Assistant Returning Officers who shall be officers of the Government or of
a local authority to assist the Returning Officer in the performance of his functions.

(3) Every Assistant Returning Officer shall, if so directed by the Returning
Officer, be competent to perform all or any of the functions of the Returning Officer.

7. General Duty of the Returning Officer.- It shall be the general duty of the
Returning Officer at any election to do all such acts and things as may be necessary
for effectually conducting the election in the manner provided by the Act and these
rules.

8. Polling Stations.- The Returning Officer shall with the approval of the Deputy
Commissioner provide sufficient number of Polling Stations for each constituency and
shall publish a list showing the Polling Stations so provided and the polling areas or
groups of voters for which they have respectively been provided in such manner as the
State Election Commission may direct.

9. Appointment of Presiding Officers for Polling Stations.- (1) The Deputy
Commissioner shall appoint a Presiding Officer for each Polling Station and such
Polling Officer or officers as he thinks necessary.

(2) A Polling Officer shall, if so directed by the Presiding Officer, perform all or
any of the functions of a Presiding Officer, under these rules.



(3) If the Presiding Officer, owing to illness or other unavoidable cause, is obliged
to absent himself from the Polling Station, his functions shall be performed by such
Polling Officer as has been previously authorized by the Deputy Commissioner to
perform such functions during any such absence.

10. Duties of the Presiding Officers.- It shall be the general duty of the Presiding
Officer at a Polling Station to keep order thereat and to see that the poll is fairly taken.

11. Duties of the Polling Officers.- It shall be the duty of Polling Officers at a
Polling Station to assist the Presiding Officer for such station in the performance of his
functions.

12. Notification of election.- (1) Subject to the provisions of the Act all vacancies
of members in Zilla Panchayat, Taluk Panchayat and Grama Panchayat shall be filled
by elections. The Deputy Commissioner shall with the approval of the State Election
Commission fix the date of such election.

(2) For the above purpose the Deputy Commissioner shall by a notification in
form 1 or 2 as may be appropriate fix :-

(i) the last date for the making nominations which shall be the seventh day
after the date of publication of the notification or if that day is a public
holiday the next succeeding day which is not a public holiday.

(ii) the date for the scrutiny of nominations which shall be the day
immediately following the last date of making nominations or if that day is
a public holiday the next succeeding day which is not a public holiday.

(iii) the last date for withdrawal of candidatures which shall be the second day
after the date for the scrutiny of nominations or if that day is a public
holiday the next succeeding day which is not a public holiday.

1[(iv) =H3meT[R, SEHIF OO wFme  DIR0ERA: YW, YUIECNTOINTR,
SOBRVERNT FRTOH HTVOTH ITOOD, THFVTOLVCNSNST FOWOHATOZ
3 DBYOT BROUITT/RT TOMR VORI, RCY TOWVCNSNPT FOLORATOZ
7 QIO [NOWITJRT  DJVOFTONTIIR, 3T WIHIBW, IFRBT  Bee
80 283 PO 8 noLdnenos GQ&Mﬂ63§%g.]

(v) the date before which the election shall be completed.

1. Clause (iv) substituted by Notification No. RDP 168 ZPS 2003, dated 7-2-2014.



3(a) On the issue of a notification under sub-rule (2) the returning officer shall
give a public notice of the intended election in Form 3 by displaying it on
the notice board in his office and in the offices of Zilla Panchayat, Taluk
Panchayats and Grama Panchayats and at such other places as he deems
necessary, inviting nominations for such election:

(b) In the said notice, the returning officer shall specify among other things
the last date for receipt of nominations, the place at which nominations
are to be delivered, date of scrutiny of nominations, last date of withdrawal
of candidatures, date or dates on which a poll shall, if necessary, be taken
and the hours of poll and the date before which elections shall be
completed which shall conform to the dates notified in that behalf by the
Deputy Commissioner under Sub -rule (2).

13. Nomination of candidates for election.- Any person may be nominated as a
candidate to fill a seat in any of the constituencies of Zilla Panchayat, Taluk
Panchayat/Grama Panchayath if he is qualified to be chosen to fill that seat under the
provisions of the Act.

14. Presentation of nomination papers.- (1) On or before the date appointed
under rule 12 for making nominations, each candidate shall either in person or by his
proposer, between the hours of eleven O'clock in the forenoon and three o'clock in the
afternoon deliver to the returning officer at the place specified in this behalf in the
public notice issued under rule 12, a nomination paper completed in Form 4 or
Form 5 as may be appropriately signed by the candidate and by an elector of ![the
Grama Panchayat| as proposer:

Provided that no nomination paper shall be delivered to the returning officer
on a day which is a public holiday.

(2) (a) In a constituency if any seat is reserved for the Backward Classes, the
Scheduled Castes or the Scheduled Tribes, a candidate shall not be
deemed to be qualified to be chosen to fill that seat unless his
nomination paper contains a declaration by him specifying the
particular class, caste or tribe of which he is a member and the said
class, caste or tribe is a Backward Class, Scheduled Caste or
Scheduled Tribe:

(b) If the seat is reserved for women the nomination paper shall contain a
declaration that the candidate is a woman.

1. Substituted for the words “constituency” by Notification No. RDP 127 ZPS 98, dated
23-10-1998 w.e.f. 26-10-1998.



(3) On the presentation of a nomination paper, the Returning Officer shall
satisfy himself that the names and Electoral Roll numbers of the candidate and his
proposer as entered in the nomination paper are the same as those entered in the
Electoral Roll:

Provided that no misnomer or inaccurate description or clerical, technical or
printing error in regard to the name of the candidate or his proposer or any other
person, or in regard to any place mentioned in the Electoral Roll or the nomination
paper and no clerical, technical or printing error in regard to the Electoral Roll
numbers of any such person in the Electoral Roll or the nomination paper shall affect
the full operation of the Electoral Roll or nomination paper with respect to such
person or place in any case where the description in regard to the name or the person
or place is such as to be understood and the Returning Officer shall permit any such
misnomer or inaccurate description or clerical, technical or printing error to be
corrected and where necessary direct that any such misnomer, inaccurate description,
clerical, technical or printing error in the Electoral Roll or in the nomination paper
shall be overlooked.

(4) Nothing in the rule shall prevent any candidate from being nominated by
more than one nomination paper, provided that such nominations shall not exceed
four.

1[14A. Receiving nomination in case of seats reserved under the proviso to
sub-section (2) of Section 5.- Notwithstanding anything contained in these rules,
where a seat is reserved.-

(i) for persons belonging to the Scheduled Caste and the proviso to sub-section
(2) of Section 5, the Returning Officer may receive nomination papers both
from persons belonging to the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes but
shall return the nomination paper filed by a person belonging to the
Scheduled Tribes along with the deposit made in case nomination paper is
received from any person belonging to the Scheduled Caste before last the
date and time fixed for making nomination, so however, he may proceed to
consider the nomination paper filed by a candidate belonging to the
Scheduled Tribes any when no nomination paper is received from a person
belonging to the Scheduled Castes before the date and time fixed for making
nomination.

(ii) for persons belonging to the Scheduled Tribes under the proviso to
sub-section (2) of Section 5, the Returning Officer may receive nomination
papers both from persons belonging to the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled
Tribes but shall return the nomination paper filed by a person belonging to
the Scheduled Castes along with the deposit made in case nomination paper

1. Rule 14-A inserted by Notification No. RDP 207 GPS 99, dated 19-1-2000.



is received from any person belonging to the Scheduled Tribes before the last
date and time fixed for making nomination so however, he may proceed to
consider the nomination paper filed by a candidate belonging to the
Scheduled Castes only when no nomination paper is received from a person
belonging to the Scheduled Tribes before the date and time fixed for making
nomination.|

15. Deposit.- (1) A candidate shall not be deemed to be duly nominated for
election from a constituency unless he deposits or causes to be deposited:-

(a) in the case of an election from a Taluk Panchayat or Zilla Panchayat
constituency a sum of ![five hundred] rupees or where the candidate is a
member of a Scheduled Caste or Scheduled Tribe or Backward Class or a
woman a sum of 2[Two hundred| and fifty rupees; and

(b) In the case of an election from a Grama Panchayat constituency a sum of
rupees 3[Two hundred] or where the candidate is a member of a Scheduled
Caste or Scheduled Tribe or Backward Class or a Women a sum of 4[One
hundred] rupees;

Provided that where a candidate has been nominated by more than one
nomination paper for election in the same constituency not more than one deposit
shall be required of him under the sub-rule.

(2) Any sum required to be deposited under sub-rule (1) shall not be deemed to
have been deposited under that sub-rule unless at the time of delivery of nomination
paper under rule 14 the candidate has either deposited or caused to be deposited that
sum with the Returning Officer in cash or enclosed with the nomination paper a
receipt showing that the said sum has been deposited by him or in his behalf in the
Government treasury.

1. Substituted for the words “two hundred and fifty” by notification No. RDP 131 TPS 96, dated
23-3-1998, w.e.f. 23-3-1998.

2. Substituted for the words “one hundred and twenty” by Notification No. RDP 131 TPS 96,
dated 23-3-1998, w.e.f. 23-3-1998.

3. Substituted for the words “one hundred” by Notification No. RDP 131 TPS 96, dated 23-3-
1998, w.e.f. 23-3-1998.

4. Substituted for the word “fifty by Notification No. RDP 131 TPS 96, dated 23-3-1998, w.e.f.
23-3-1998.



16. Notice of nominations and the time and place for the scrutiny.- The
Returning Officer shall on receiving the nomination paper under Rule 14 inform the
person delivering the same of the date, time and place fixed for scrutiny of
nominations and shall enter on the nomination paper its serial number and shall sign
thereon a certificate stating the date on which and the hour at which the nomination
paper has been delivered to him and shall as soon as may be thereafter cause to be
affixed in some conspicuous place in his office a notice of the nomination in Form 6
containing description similar to those contained in the nomination paper both of the
candidate and of the proposer.

17. Scrutiny of nominations.- (1) On the date fixed for scrutiny of nominations
under Rule 12, the candidates, their Election Agents, one proposer of each candidate
and one other person duly authorized in writing by each candidate, but no other
person, may attend at such time and place as the Returning Officer may appoint, and
the Returning Officer shall give them all reasonable facilities for examining the
nomination papers of all candidates which have been delivered within the time and in
the manner laid down in Rule 14.

(2) The Returning Officer shall then examine the nomination papers and shall
decide all objections which may be made to any nomination and may either on such
objection or on his own motion, after such summary enquiry, if any, as he thinks
necessary, reject any nomination on any of the following grounds, namely:-

(a) that on the date fixed for the scrutiny of nomination the candidate either is
not qualified or is disqualified for being chosen to fill the seat under the
provisions of the Act;

(b) that there has been a failure to comply with any of the provisions of the Act
or these rules;

(c) that the signature of the candidate or the proposer on the nomination
paper is not genuine.

(3) Noting contained in clause (b) or (c) of sub-rule (2) shall be deemed to
authorise the rejection of the nomination of any candidate on the ground of any
irregularity in respect of a nomination paper, if the candidate has been duly
nominated by means of another nomination paper in respect of which no irregularity
has been committed.

(4) The Returning Officer shall not reject any nomination paper on the ground
of any defect which is not of a substantial character.

(5) The Returning Officer shall hold the scrutiny on the date appointed in this
behalf under Rule 12 and shall not allow any adjournment of the proceedings except
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when such proceedings are interrupted or obstructed by riot or open violence or by
causes beyond his control:

Provided that in case an objection is raised by the Returning Officer or is
made by any other person, the candidate concerned may be allowed time to rebut it
not later than the next day, but one following the date fixed for scrutiny, and the
Returning Officer shall record his decision on the date to which the proceedings have
been adjourned.

(6) The Returning Officer shall endorse on such nomination paper his decision
accepting or rejecting the same and if the nomination paper is rejected, shall record in
writing a brief statement of his reasons for such rejection.

(7) For the purposes of this rule a certified copy of an entry in the Electoral Roll
for the time being in force of a constituency shall be conclusive evidence of the fact
that the person referred to in that entry is an elector for that constituency.

(8) Immediately after all the nomination papers have been scrutinised and
decision accepting or rejecting the same have been recorded, the Returning Officer
shall prepare a list of validly nominated candidates in Form 7, that is to say,
candidates whose nominations have been found valid, and affix it on the notice board
of his office.

18. Withdrawal of candidature.- (1) Any candidate may withdraw his
candidature by notice in writing in Form 8 delivered before three O’ clock in the
afternoon on the date fixed under Rule 12 to the Returning Officer either by such
candidate in person or by his proposer or Election Agent who has been authorised in
this behalf in writing by such candidate.

(2) On receipt of such notice under sub-rule (1) the Returning Officer shall note
thereon the date and time at which it was delivered.

(3) No person who has given notice of withdrawal of his candidature under
sub-rule (1) shall be allowed to cancel the said notice.

(4) The Returning Officer shall on being satisfied as to the genuineness of a
notice of withdrawal and the identity of the person delivering it under sub-rule (1)
cause the notice in Form 9 to be affixed on the notice board of his office.

19. Publication of list of contesting candidates.- (1) Immediately after the
expiry of the period within which candidatures may be withdrawn under Rule 18 the
Returning Officer shall prepare and publish in Kannada Language, a list of contesting
candidates, that is to say, candidates who are included in the list of validly nominated
candidates, and who have not withdrawn their candidature within the said period:
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Provided that the State Election Commission may direct that in any election,
the list of contesting candidates may be prepared in a language other than Kannada.

(2) The said list shall contain the names in Kannada alphabetical order and the
addresses of the contesting candidates as given in the nomination paper.

(3) Where a poll becomes necessary the Returning Officer shall consider the
choice of symbols expressed by the contesting candidates in their nomination papers
and shall allot the symbols in accordance with Rule 22.

(4) The allotment of any symbol to a candidate shall be final.

(5) Every candidate or his Election Agent shall forthwith be informed of the
symbol allotted to the candidate and be supplied with a specimen thereof by the
Returning Officer.

(6) The list of contesting candidates shall be in Form 10.

20. Recognition of Political Parties.- Every political party recognised by the
Election Commission of India as a National Party or as a State Party in the State of
Karnataka under the Election Symbols (Reservation and Allotment) Order, 1968 shall
be the recognised political parties for the purpose of election to Taluk Panchayats and
Zilla Panchayats.

21. Publication of a list of recognised Political parties and Symbols.- For the
purpose of these rules the State Election Commission shall publish by notification,

(i) in the case of elections to Taluk Panchayat and Zilla Panchayat.

(a) a list of recognised political parties and symbol reserved to each such
recognised political party; and

(b) a list of free symbols;
I[(c) a list of unrecognised political parties in the State.]
(ii) in the case of election to Grama Panchayat, a list of free symbols.

22. Allotment of Symbols.- (1) A candidate set up by a recognised Political party
in the election shall choose, and shall be allotted, symbol reserved for that party and
no other symbol.

(2) A reserved symbol shall not be chosen by or allotted to any candidate other
than a candidate set up by a recognized political party.

1. Clause (c) substituted by Notification No. RDP 217 ZPS 2005, dated 26-11-2005, w.e.f. 26-11-2005.

2. Proviso and Explanation inserted by Notification No. RDP 200 ZPS 94, dated 23-3-1994.
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(3) Any candidate other than the candidate set up by recognised political party in
the election shall choose and shall be allotted in accordance with the rules herein after
provided, one of the symbols specified as free symbols.

2["Provided that in the case of a candidate set up by an unrecognised political
party in the election shall be allotted the free symbol chosen by such candidate and no
one else and in case candidate set up by two or more unrecognised political parties
choose the same free symbol, the Returning Officer shall decide by lot to which of
those candidates set up by such unrecognised political parties that free symbol shall
be allotted and allot that free symbol to the candidate to whom the lot falls and to no
one else. The remaining free symbols shall be allotted to other candidates.

OB~ JoHWT  wesmn  [RIF  IEHT  Tomseod [T 0BT
(Representation of the People Act, 1951) S0, F0%, 19510 TEoeo 29— WRONY
300, WTOBHD  SOIRNTY  SHCOTWONTTONTY, FIOFLT ToRDY SHCOTWONE  3E3ed
OFT ToAT FHEOODNZ, TRODTVT WY 196830 T[T T, (WEITRS TONL BOWI)
BSTEST  WOTE mﬁoﬁ@%ﬂﬁ UO%@O@ TE OPWO FTIFWE TORTY T wgﬁoc’m mséé
TBEBONT Qe TowICON %3]

(4) Where any free symbol 2[other than the one chosen by a candidate setup by
un-recognised political party] has been chosen by only one candidate at the election,
the Returning Officer shall allot that symbol to that candidate and to no one else.

(5) Where the same free symbol 3[other than the one chosen by a candidate
setup by un-recognised political party] is chosen by more than one candidate.

(a) the returning officer shall decide by lot to which of those candidates that
free symbol shall be allowed and shall allot it to the candidate, to whom the lot falls
and to no one else;

(b) Where there are more number of candidates than the number of free
symbols specified, the Returning Officer shall allot any other symbol in his discretion
to the relating candidates.

Explanation:- For the purpose of these rules a candidate shall be deemed to be
set up by a political party, if and only if,

1. Explanation substituted by Notification No. RDP 166 ZPS 2005, dated 21-10-2005, w.e.f.
21-10-2005.

2. Inserted by Notification No. RDP 200 ZPS 94, dated 23-3-1994
3. Inserted by Notification No. RDP 200 ZPS 94, dated 23-3-1994
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(a) the candidate has made a declaration to that effect in his nomination paper;

(b) a notice in writing to that effect, has been delivered to the returning officer
before 3 O' clock in the afternoon on the last date for “4[submission of
nominations|; and

(c) the said notice is signed by the president or the secretary or any other office
bearer of the party and the president, secretary or such other office bearer is
authorised by the party to send such notice and the name and specimen
signature of the president, the secretary or such other office bearer are
communicated in advance to the Returning Officer of the constituency and
to the State Election Commission. In the case of a national party the
authorisation may be made by the S5[President or Secretary of the party's
unit at the state level or any other office bearer of such unit who is
empowered by it.]

23. Publication of list of contesting candidates.- (1) The Returning Officer shall
immediately after the preparation of the list of contesting candidates under Rule 19
cause a copy thereof to be affixed on the notice board of his office.

(2) If a poll becomes necessary the Returning Officer shall supply to each
candidate or his Election Agent,-

(a) a copy of the list of contesting candidates; and
(b) specimen of the picture of the symbol allotted.

24. Appointment of Election Agent.- (1) A candidate at an election may appoint
an Election Agent in Form 11 and notice of such appointment shall be given by
forwarding the same in duplicate, to the Returning Officer who shall return one copy
thereof to the Election Agent after affixing thereon his seal and signature in token of
his approval of the appointment.

(2) A person who is for the time being disqualified under the Act for being a
member of the Zilla Panchayat, Taluk Panchayat or Grama Panchayat, shall, so long
as the disqualification subsists, also be disqualified for being appointed as an Election
Agent under sub-rule (1).

4. Substituted for the words “withdrawal of candidature” by Notification No. RDP 324 ZPS 97,
dated 4-4-1998.

5. Substituted for the words “President of the party’s unit at the State Level” by Notification No.
RDP 200 ZPS 94, dated 20-2-1995.
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(3) The revocation of appointment of an Election Agent shall be made in
Form 12.

(4) In the event of such a revocation or death of an Election Agent the candidate
may at any time before the election is over make a fresh appointment in the manner
specified in sub-rule (1).

25. Appointment of Polling Agents.- (1) A contesting candidate or his Election
Agent may appoint one Polling Agent and two relief agents to act as such on his behalf
in each Polling Station.

(2) Every such appointment shall be made in Form 13 and shall be made over to
the Polling Agent for production at the Polling Station.

(3) No Polling Agent shall be admitted into any Polling Station unless he has
delivered to the Presiding Officer the instrument of his appointment under sub-rule (2)
after duly completing and signing before the Presiding Officer the declaration
contained therein.

(4) The revocation of the appointment of a Polling Agent shall be in Form 14.

(5) In the event of any such revocation or the death of a Polling Agent the
candidate or his Election Agent may, at any time before the poll is closed make a fresh
appointment in the manner specified in sub-rule (2).

26. Attendance of a contesting candidate or his Election Agent at Polling
Stations, and performance by him of the functions of a Polling Agent or Counting
Agent.- (1) At every election where a poll is taken, each contesting candidate at such
election and his Election Agent shall have a right to be present at any Polling Station
provided under Rule 8 for the taking of the poll.

(2) A contesting candidate or his Election Agent may himself do any act or thing
which any Polling Agent or the Counting Agent of such contesting candidate if
appointed, would have been authorized by or under these rules to do, or may assist
any Polling Agent or the Counting Agent of such contesting candidate in doing any
such act or thing.

27. Non-attendance of Polling or Counting Agents.- Where any act or thing is
required or authorised by or under this act to be done in the presence of the polling or
Counting Agents, the non-attendance of any such agent or agents at the time and
place appointed for the purpose shall not, if the act or thing is otherwise duly done
invalidate the act or thing done.

28. Death of candidate before the poll.- If a candidate, set up by a recognized
political party
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(a) dies at any time after 11 A.M. on the last date for making nominations and his
nomination is found valid on scrutiny under Rule 17; or

(b) whose nomination has been found valid on scrutiny under Rule 17 and who
has not withdrawn his candidature under Rule 18, dies and in either case, a report of
his death is received at any time before the publication of the list of contesting
candidates under Rule 19; or

(c) dies as a contesting candidate and a report of his death is received before the
commencement of the poll, the Returning Officer shall, upon being satisfied about the
fact of the death of the candidate, by order, countermand the poll and report the fact
to the State Election Commission and all proceedings with reference to the election
shall be commenced afresh in all respects as if for a new election:

Provided that no order for countermanding a poll should be made in a case
referred to in clause (a) except after the scrutiny of all the nominations including the
nomination of the deceased candidate:

Provided further that no further nomination shall be necessary in the case of
a person who was a contesting candidate at the time of the countermanding of the
poll:

Provided also that no person who has given a notice of withdrawal of his
candidature under sub-rule (1) of Rule 18 before the countermanding of the poll shall
be ineligible for being nominated as a candidate for the election after such
countermanding.

29. Procedure in contested and uncontested election.- (1) if the number of
contesting candidates is more than the number of seats to be filled, a poll shall be
taken.

(2) If the number of such candidates is equal to the number of seats to be filled,
the Returning Officer shall forthwith declare all such candidates to be duly elected to
fill those seats in Forms 15 or 16 as may be appropriate.

(3) If the number of such candidates is less than the number of seats to be
filled in that constituency the Returning Officer shall forthwith declare all such
candidates to be duly elected in Forms 15 or 16 as may be appropriate and the Deputy
Commissioner shall with the approval of the State Election Commission, by
notification call upon the constituency to elect a person or persons to fill the
remaining seat or seats.

(4) Notwithstanding anything contained in the foregoing sub-rules in the case of
election to a Grama Panchayat constituency where seats are reserved for Scheduled
Castes, Scheduled Tribes, Backward Classes or women, as the case may be:-
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(a) if the number of contesting candidates for the reserved seat or seats is
equal to or less than the number of reserved seats to be filled, the
Returning Officer shall declare all such candidates to be duly elected in
Forms 17 or 18 as may be appropriate and where the number of the
contesting candidates for the non-reserved seats is more than the number
of seats to be filled a poll shall be taken for election to fill only such non-
reserved seats in such constituency;

(b) if the number of contesting candidates for the reserved seat or seats is more
than the number of seats to be filled, but the total number of candidates
contesting for the election in the constituency is equal to or less than the
number of seats to be filled, the Returning Officer shall first select, by lot to
be drawn in such manner as he may determine the candidates to be
declared elected to the reserved seats out of the candidates qualified to be
chosen to fill those seats and then declare the candidates so elected to be
duly elected to fill the reserved seats and thereafter declare the remaining
candidates to be duly elected to fill the non-reserved seats. The declaration
shall be in Forms 17 or 18 as may be appropriate;

(c) if the number of contesting candidates qualified to be chosen to fill the
reserved seats exceeds the number of such seats and the total number of
contesting candidates also exceeds the total number of seats to be filled a
poll shall be taken and after the poll has been taken the Returning Officer
shall first declare those who are qualified to be chosen to fill the reserved
seats by securing the largest number of votes to be duly elected to fill the
reserved seats and then declare such of the remaining candidates as have
secured the largest number of votes to be duly elected to fill the remaining
unreserved seats.

30. Adjournment of poll in emergency.- (1) If at an election the proceedings at
any polling station are interrupted or obstructed by any riot or open violence or if at
an election it is not possible to take the poll at any polling station on account of any
natural calamity or any other sufficient cause, the presiding officer for such polling
station or the returning officer shall announce adjournment of the poll to a date to be
notified later, and where the poll is adjourned by a presiding officer, he shall forthwith
inform the returning officer.

(2) Whenever a poll is adjourned under sub-rule (1), the returning officer shall
immediately report the circumstances to the Deputy Commissioner and State Election
Commission and shall as soon as may be, with the previous approval of the State
Election Commission publish a notice appointing the day on which the poll shall re-
commence from the stage at which it was left immediately before the adjournment and
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fix the polling station and the hours during which, the poll shall be taken, and shall
not count the votes cast at the election of such constituency until such adjourned poll
shall have been completed.

(3) In every such case as aforesaid, the returning officer shall notify in such
manner as the State Election Commission may direct the date, place and hours of
polling fixed under sub-rule (2).

31. Procedure on adjournment of poll.- (1) If the poll at any Polling Station is
adjourned under Rule 30, the provisions of Rules 58, 59, 61 and 62 shall, as far as
practicable apply as if the poll was closed at the hour fixed in that behalf under
Rule 12.

(2) When an adjourned poll is recommenced under sub-rule (2) of Rule 30, the
electors who have already voted at the poll so adjourned shall not be allowed to vote
again.

(3) The Returning Officer shall provide the Presiding Officer of the Polling
Station at which such adjourned poll is held, with the sealed packet containing the
marked copy of the Electoral Roll and a new ballot box.

(4) The Presiding Officer shall open the sealed packet in the presence of the
Polling Agents present and use the marked copy of the Electoral Roll for marking the
names of the electors to whom the ballot papers are issued at the adjourned poll,
without however recording therein the serial number thereof.

(5) The provisions of Rules 35 to 41 and 49 to 62 shall apply in relation to the
conduct of an adjourned poll as they apply in relation to the poll before it was so
adjourned.

32. Adjournment of poll or countermanding of election on the ground of
booth capturing.- (1) If at any election,

(a) booth capturing has taken place at a Polling Station or at a place fixed for
the poll (hereinafter in this rule referred to as a place) in such a manner that the
result of the poll at that Polling Station or place cannot be ascertained; or

(b) booth capturing takes place in any place for counting of votes in such a
manner that the result of the counting at the place cannot be ascertained;

the Returning Officer shall forthwith report the matter to the State Election
Commission and the Deputy Commissioner.

(2) The State Election Commission shall, on receipt of a report from the
Returning Officer under sub-rule (1) and after taking all material circumstances into
account, either-
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(a) declare that the poll at that Polling Station or place be void, appoint a day,
and fix the hours, for taking fresh poll at that Polling Station or place and notify the
date so appointed and hours so fixed in such manner as it may deem fit; or

(b) if satisfied that in view of the large number of Polling Stations or places
involved in booth capturing, the result of the election is likely to be affected, or that
booth capturing had affected counting of votes in such a manner as to affect the result
of the election, countermand the election in that constituency.

Explanation.- For the purposes of this rule, ‘booth capturing’ includes, among
other things, all or any of the following activities, namely;-

(a) Seizure of Polling Station or a place fixed for the poll by any person or
persons, making polling authorities surrender the ballot papers or voting machines
and doing of any other act which affects the orderly conduct of elections;

(b) taking possession of Polling Station or a place fixed for the poll by any
person or persons and allowing only his or their own supporters to exercise their right
to vote and prevent others from voting;

(c) threatening any elector and preventing him from going to the Polling Station
or a place fixed for the poll to cast his vote;

(d) seizure of a place for counting of votes by any person or persons, making the
counting authorities surrender the ballot papers or voting machines and the doing of
anything which affects the orderly counting of votes;

(e) doing by any person in the service of Government, of all or any of the, at any
such activity in the furtherance of the prospects of the election of a candidate.

33. Fresh poll in the case of destruction, etc., of ballot boxes.- (1) If at any
election:-

(a) any ballot box used at a Polling Station is unlawfully taken out of the custody
of the Presiding Officer or the Returning Officer or is accidentally or intentionally
destroyed or lost, or is damaged or tampered with, to such an extent that the result of
the poll at that Polling Station or the constituency cannot be ascertained; or

(b) any such error or irregularity in procedure as is likely to vitiate the poll is
committed at a Polling Station; the Returning Officer shall forthwith report the matter
to the State Election Commission.

(2) Thereupon the State Election Commission shall, after taking all material
circumstances into account, either-
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(a) declare the poll at that Polling Station to be void, appoint a day and fix the
hours, for taking fresh poll at that Polling Station and notify the day so
appointed and the hours so fixed in such a manner as it may deem fit; or

(b) if satisfied that the result of a fresh poll at that Polling Station will not, in
any way, affect the results of the election of that constituency or that the
error or irregularity in procedure is not material, issue such directions to the
Returning Officer as it may deem proper for the further conduct and
completion of the election.

(3) Provisions of the Act and these rules made thereunder shall apply to
every fresh poll under sub-rule (2) as they apply to the original poll.

34. Manner of voting.- At every election where a poll is taken, votes shall be
given by ballot and all voters voting at an election shall do so in person at the Polling
Station and no votes shall be received by proxy.

35. Form of ballot paper.- (1) Every ballot paper shall have a counterfoil attached
thereto and the said ballot paper and the counterfoil shall be in such form and
particulars therein shall be in the language or languages the State Election
Commission may direct.

(2) The names of the candidates shall be arranged on the ballot paper in the
same order in which they appear in the list of contesting candidates.

(3) If two or more candidates bear the same name, they shall be distinguished
by the addition of their occupation or residence or in some other manner.

36. Design of ballot boxes.- Every ballot box shall be of such design as may be
approved by the State Election Commission.

37. Arrangement at Polling Stations.- (I) Outside each Polling Station there shall
be displayed prominently.-

(a) a notice specifying the polling area the electors of which are entitled to vote at
the Polling Station and when the polling area has more than one Polling Station, the
particulars of the electors so entitled; and

(b) a copy of the list of contesting candidates.

(2) At each Polling Station, there shall be set up one or more voting
compartments in which the electors can record their votes screened from observation.

(3) The Returning Officer shall provide at each Polling Station sufficient number
of ballot boxes, copies of the relevant part of the' Electoral Roll, ballot papers,
instruments for stamping and distinguishing mark on the ballot papers and articles
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necessary for electors to mark the ballot papers and such other materials as are
necessary for the conduct of poll.

38. Admission to Polling Stations.- The Presiding Officer shall regulate the
number of electors to be admitted at anyone time inside the Polling Station and shall
exclude therefrom all persons other than:

(a) Polling Officers;
(b) public servants on duty in connection with the election;

(c) persons authorised by the Deputy Commissioner and the State Election
Commission;

(d) candidates, their Election Agents and one Polling Agent of each candidate;
(e) a child in arms accompanying an elector;

(f) a person accompanying a blind or infirm elector who cannot move without
help; and

(g) such other persons as the Returning Officer or the Presiding Officer may
employ for the purpose of election.

39. Facilities for women electors.- ()] Where a Polling Station is both for men
and women electors, the Presiding Officer may direct that they shall be admitted into
the Polling Station alternately in separate batches.

(2) The Returning Officer or the Presiding Officer may appoint a woman to serve
as an attendant at any Polling Station to assist women electors and also to assist
Presiding Officer generally in taking the poll in respect of women electors, and in
particular to help in searching any woman elector in case it becomes necessary.

40. Identification of electors.- (1) The Returning Officer or the Presiding Officer
may employ at the Polling Station such persons as he thinks fit to help in the
identification of the electors or to assist the Presiding Officer otherwise in taking the
poll.

(2) As each elector enters the Polling Station, the Presiding Officer or the Polling
Officer authorised by him in this behalf shall check the elector's name and other
particulars with the relevant entry in the Electoral Roll and then call out the serial
number, name and other particulars of the elector.

(3) In deciding the right of a person to obtain a ballot paper the Presiding
Officer or the Polling Officer as the case may be, shall overlook merely clerical or
printing errors in an entry in the Electoral Roll if he is satisfied that such person is
identical with the elector to whom such entry relates.
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41. Facilities for public servants on election duty.- (1) Voters on election duty
who wish to vote by post at an election shall send an application in Form 19 to the
Returning Officer so as to reach him at least seven days or shorter period as the
Returning Officer may allow before the date of poll and if the Returning Officer is
satisfied that the applicant is on election duty in a Polling Station other than the one
in which he is a voter he shall issue a postal ballot paper of such constituency.

(2) Where such voter being a Presiding Officer, a Polling Officer or other public
servant on election duty in a Polling Station other than the one in which he is entitled
to vote wishes to vote in the Polling Station in which he is on election duty, he shall
send an application in Form 19 to the Returning Officer so as to reach him at least
four days or such shorter period as the Returning Officer may allow before the day of
poll, and if the Returning Officer is satisfied that the applicant is a public servant and
voter on election duty, he shall-

(a) issue the applicant an Election Duty Certificate in Form 20;

(b) mark E.D.C. against his name in the marked copy of the Electoral Roll to
indicate that an Election Duty Certificate has been issued to him; and

(c) ensure that he is not allowed to vote at the Polling Station where he would
otherwise have been entitled to vote.

(3) (a) The provisions of Rule 47, shall not apply to any person who produces at
the Polling Station an Election Duty Certificate in Form 20 and asks for the issue of a
ballot paper to him although the Polling Station is different from the one where he is
entitled to vote.

(b) On production of such certificate the Presiding Officer shall-
(i) obtain thereon the signature of the person producing it;

(ii) have the person's name and Electoral Roll number as mentioned in the
certificate entered at the end of the marked copy of the Electoral Roll; and

(iii) issue to him a ballot paper and permit him to vote, in the same manner
as for an elector entitled to vote at that Polling Station.

42. Persons entitled to vote by post.- The following persons shall subject to
their fulfilling the requirements hereinafter specified, be entitled to vote by post,
namely:-

(a) persons to whom provisions of sub-section (3) or sub-section (6) of Section
20 of the Representation of the People Act, 1950 (Central Act 43 of 1950) apply;
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(b) voters on election duty in a Polling Station other than the one in. which he is
entitled to vote; and

(c) electors subject to Preventive Detention.

43. Electors under Preventive Detention.- () The Govenunent shall within
fifteen days of the calling of an election, ascertain and intimate to the Returning
Officer the names of electors, if any, subject to Preventive Detention together with their
addresses and Electoral Roll numbers and the particulars about their places of
detention.

(2) Any elector subjected to preventive detention may within fifteen
days of the calling of an election send an intimation to the Returning Officer that he
wishes to vote by post specifying his name, address, Electoral Roll number and place
of detention.

(3) The Returning Officer shall on receipt of such intimation issue a postal
ballot paper to every elector subjected to preventive detention whose name has been
intimated to him under sub-rule (1) or under sub-rule (2).

44. Form of postal ballot paper.- The postal ballot paper shall be the same as
that of the other ballot paper issued to voters who are entitled to vote in person.

45. Issue of postal ballot paper.- () A postal ballot paper shall be sent by post
under Certificate of Posting to the elector together with-

(a) a declaration in Form 21;

(b) a cover in Form 22;

(c) alarge cover addressed to the Returning Officer in Form 23; and
(d) instructions for the guidance of the elector in Form 24:

Provided that the Returning Officer may, in the case of a voter on election
duty who is entitled to vote by post deliver the ballot paper and forms or cause them to
be delivered to such voter personally.

(2) The Returning Officer shall at the same time:-

(a) record on the counterfoil of the ballot paper the Electoral Roll number of
the elector as entered in the marked copy of the Electoral Roll;

(b) mark the name of the elector in the marked copy of the Electoral Roll to
indicate that a postal ballot paper has been issued to him, without however
recording therein the serial number of the ballot paper issued to that
elector; and
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(c) ensure that the elector is not allowed to vote at a Polling Station.

(3) Every officer under whose care or through whom a postal ballot paper is
sent shall ensure its delivery to the addressed without delay.

46. Recording of vote.- (I) An elector who has received a postal ballot paper and
desires to vote shall record his vote on the ballot paper in accordance with the
directions contained in Part 1 of Form 24 and then enclose it in the cover in Form 23.

(2) The elector shall sign the declaration.in Form 21 in the presence of and have
the signature attested by a Magistrate or any Gazetted Officer to whom he is
personally known or to whose satisfaction he has been identified.

(3) In the case of voters falling under clause (a) of Rule 42 the attestation shall
be by the Commanding Officer of the unit, ship or establishment in which the voter or
her husband, as the case may be, is employed.

(4) In the case of a voter on election duty, any Gazetted Officer or the Presiding
Officer of the Polling Station at which he is on election duty, may attest.

(5) In the case of an elector under Preventive Detention the Superintendent of
the jail in which the elector is under detention may attest.

47. Return of the postal ballot paper.- () After an elector has recorded his vote
and made his declaration he shall return the postal ballot paper and declaration to the
Returning Officer in accordance with the instructions communicated to him so as to
reach the Returning Officer before the hour fixed for commencement of counting of
votes.

(2) If any cover containing a postal ballot paper is received by the Returning
Officer after the expiry of the time fixed in sub-rule (1) he shall note thereon the day
and time of its receipt and shall keep all such covers together in a separate packet.

(3) The Returning Officer shall keep in safe custody until the commencement of
the counting of votes the covers containing postal ballot papers received by him.

48. Right to vote.- () No person whose name is not entered in the Electoral Roll
of any constituency shall be entitled to vote in that constituency.

(2) No person shall vote at an election if he is subject to any of the
disqualification referred to in Section 16 of Representation of the People Act, 1950

(3) No person shall vote in more than one constituency notwithstanding his
name may have been registered in the Electoral Roll of more than one constituency
and if a person votes in more than one constituency his votes in all such
constituencies shall be void.
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(4) No person shall at any election vote in the same constituency more than
once, notwithstanding that his name may have been registered in the Electoral Roll for
that constituency more than once, and if he does so vote, all his votes in that
constituency shall be void.

(5) No person shall vote at any election if he is confined in a prison, whether
under a sentence of imprisonment or otherwise or is in the lawful custody of the
police:

Provided that nothing in this sub-rule shall apply to a person subject to
Preventive Detention under any law for the time being in force.

49. Preparation of ballot boxes for poll.- (1) Immediately before the
commencement of the poll, the Presiding Officer shall demonstrate to the Polling
Agents that the ballot box is empty and bears the labels referred to in sub-rule (7).

(2) The ballot box shall then be closed, sealed and secured and placed in full view
of the Presiding Officer and the Polling Agent.

(3) Where a paper seal is used for securing a ballot box, the Presiding Officer
shall affix his own signature on the paper seal and obtain thereon the signature of
such of the Polling Agents present who are. desirous of affixing the same.

(4) The Presiding Officer shall thereafter fix the paper seal so signed in the space
meant therefore in the ballot box and shall then secure and seal the box in such
manner that the slit for the insertion of ballot paper there into remains open.

(5) The seals used for securing a ballot box shall be affixed in such manner that
after the box has been closed it is not possible to open it without breaking the seal.

(6) Where it is not necessary to use paper seals for securing the ballot boxes, the
Presiding Officer shall secure and seal the ballot boxes in such manner the slit for the
insertion of ballot papers remains open and shall allow the Polling Agents present to
affix, if they so desire, their seals.

(7) Every ballot box used at a Polling Station shall bear labels, both inside and
outside, marked with,-

(a) the serial number, if any and the name of the constituency;
(b) the serial number and name of the Polling Station;

(c) the serial number of the ballot box (to be filled in at the end of the poll on the
label outside the ballot box only); and

(d) the date of poll
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50. Marked copy of the Electoral Roll.- Immediately before the commencement
of the poll the Presiding Officer shall allow the Polling Agents and others present to
inspect the marked copy of the Electoral Roll to be used during the poll and supplied
by the Returning Officer.

51. Challenging of identity.- (1) Any Polling Agent may challenge the identity of a
person claiming to be a particular elector by first depositing a sum of two rupees in
cash with the Presiding Officer for each such challenge.

(2) On such deposit being made, the Presiding Officer shall:-
(a) warn the person challenged of the penalty of pursonation,;

(b) read the relevant entry in the Electoral Roll in full and ask him whether he
is the person referred to in that entry;

(c) enter his name and address in the list of challenged votes in Form 25;
(d) require him to affix his signature or left thumb impression in the said list.

(3) The Presiding Officer shall thereafter hold a summary inquiry into the
challenge and may for that purpose-

(a) require the challenger to adduce evidence in proof of the challenge and the
person challenged to adduce evidence in proof of his identity;

(b) put to the person challenged any question for the purpose of establishing
his identity and require him to answer him on oath; and

(c) administer the oath to the person challenged and any other person offering
to give evidence.

(4) If, after the inquiry, the Presiding Officer considers that the challenge has
not been established, he shall allow the person challenged to vote and if he considers
that the challenge has been established, he shall debar the person challenged from
voting.

(5) If the Presiding Officer is of the opinion that the challenge is frivolous or has
not been made in good faith, he shall direct that the deposit made under sub-rule (1)
be forfeited to the Government and in any other case he shall return it to the
challenger at the conclusion of the inquiry.

52. Safeguards against personation.- () Every elector about whose identity the
Presiding Officer or the Polling Officer, as the case may be, is satisfied, shall allow his
left forefinger to be inspected by the Presiding Officer or Polling Officer and an
indelible ink mark to be put on it asfar as possible just below the root of the nail so
that the ink also spreads on the ridge between the skin and the root of the nail.
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(2) If any elector refuses to allow his left forefinger to be inspected or marked in
accordance with sub-rule (1) or has already such a mark on his left forefinger or does
any act with a view to remove the ink mark, he shall not be supplied with any ballot
paper or allowed to vote.

(3) Any reference in this rule to the left forefinger of an elector shall in the case
where the elector has his left forefinger missing, be construed as a reference to any
other finger of his left hand, and shall in the case, where all the fingers of his left
hand, are missing, be construed as a reference to the forefinger or any other fingers of
his right hand, and shall in the case where all his fingers of both the hands are
missing be construed as a reference to such extremity of his left or right arm as he
possesses.

53. Issue of ballot papers to electors.- (1) Every ballot paper before it is issued to
an elector and the counterfoil attached thereto shall be stamped on the back with
such distinguishing mark as the State Election Commission may direct, and every
ballot paper, before it is issued, shall be signed in full on its back by the presiding
officer.

(2) At the time of issuing a ballot paper to an elector, the polling officer shall-

(a) record on its counterfoil the Electoral Roll number of the elector as entered
in the marked copy of the Electoral Roll;

(b) obtain the signature or thumb impression of that elector on the said
counterfoil; and

(c) mark the name of the elector in the marked copy of the Electoral Roll to
indicate that a ballot paper has been issued to him, without however
recording therein the serial number of the ballot paper issued to that
elector:

Provided that no ballot paper shall be delivered to an elector unless he has put
his signature or thumb impression on the counterfoil of that ballot paper.

(3) It shall not be necessary for any Presiding Officer or Polling Officer or any
other officer to attest the thumb impression of the elector on the counterfoil.

(4) No person in the Polling Station shall note down the serial numbers of the
ballot papers issued to particular electors.

54. Maintenance of secrecy of voting by electors within the Polling
Station and voting procedure.- (]) Every elector to whom a ballot paper has been
issued under Rule 53 or under any other provision of these rules, shall maintain
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secrecy of voting within the Polling Station and for that purpose observe the voting
procedure hereinafter laid down.

(2) The elector on receiving the ballot paper shall forthwith,-
(a) proceed to one of the voting compartments;

(b) there make a mark on the ballot paper with the instrument supplied for
the purpose on or near the symbol of the candidate for whom he intends to
vote;

(c) fold the ballot paper so as to conceal his vote;

(d) if required show to the Presiding Officer the distinguishing mark on the
ballot paper;

(e) insert the folded ballot paper into the ballot box; and
(f) quit the Polling Station.
(3) Every elector shall vote without undue delay.

(4) To elector shall be allowed to enter a voting compartment when another
elector is inside it.

(5) If an elector to whom a ballot paper has been issued, refuses after warning
given by the Presiding Officer to observe the procedure as laid down in sub-rule (2),
the ballot paper issued to him shall, whether he has recorded his vote thereon or not,
be taken back from him by the Presiding Officer or a Polling Officer under the direction
of the Presiding Officer.

(6) After the ballot paper has been taken back, the Presiding Officer shall record
on its back the words "Cancelled: voting procedure violated" and put his signature
below those words

(7) All the ballot papers on which the words "Cancelled: voting procedure
violated" are recorded, shall be kept in a separate cover which shall bear on its face
the words "Ballot papers: voting procedure violated".

(8) Without prejudice to any other penalty to which an elector from whom a
ballot paper has been taken back under sub-rule (5) may be liable, the vote, if any,
recorded on such ballot paper shall not be counted.

55. Recording of votes of blind or infirm electors.- (1) If the Presiding Officer is
satisfied that owing to blindness or other physical infirmity an elector is unable to
recognise the symbols on the ballot paper or to make a mark thereon without
assistance, the Presiding Officer shall permit the elector to take with him a companion
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of not less than eighteen years of age to the voting compartment for recording the
vote on the ballot paper on his behalf and in accordance with his wishes,
and if necessary, for folding the ballot paper so as to conceal the vote
and inserting into the ballot box:

Provided that no person shall be permitted to act as the companion of more
than one elector at any Polling Station on the same day:

Provided further that before any person is permitted to act as the companion
of an elector on any day under this rule, the person shall be required to declare that
he will keep secret the vote recorded by him on behalf of the elector and that he has
not already acted as the companion of any other elector at any Polling Station on that
day.

(2) The Presiding Officer shall keep a record in Form 26 of all cases under this
rule.

56. Tendered votes.- (1) If a person representing himself to be a particular elector
applies for a ballot paper after another person has already voted as such elector, he
shall on satisfactorily answering such questions relating to his identity as the
Presiding Officer may ask be entitled, subject to the following provisions of this rule, to
mark a ballot paper (hereinafter in these rules referred to as a "tendered ballot paper”)
in the manner as any other elector.

(2) Every such person shall before being supplied with a tendered ballot paper
sign his name against the entry relating to him in a list in Form 27.

(3) A tendered ballot paper shall be the same as the other ballot papers used at
the polling except that-

(a) such tendered ballot paper shall be serially the last in the bundle of ballot
papers issued for use at the Polling Station; and

(b) such tendered ballot paper and its counterfoil shall be endorsed on the
back with the words "tendered ballot paper" by the Presiding Officer in his
hand signed by him.

(4) The elector, after marking a tendered ballot paper in the voting compartment
and folding it shall instead of putting it into the ballot box, give it to the Presiding
Officer who shall place it in a cover specially kept for the purpose.

57. Closing of poll.- (1) The Presiding Officer shall close the Polling Station at the
hour fixed in that behalf and shall not thereafter admit any elector into the Polling
Station:
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Provided that all electors present at the Polling Station before it is closed shall
be allowed to cast their votes.

(2) If any question arises whether an elector was present at the Polling Station
before it was closed, it shall be decided by the Presiding Officer and his decision shall
be final.

58. Sealing of ballot box after poll.- (1) As soon as practicable after the closing
of the poll, the Presiding Officer shall close the slit of the ballot box, and where the box
does not contain any mechanical device for closing the slit, he shall seal up the slit
and also allow any Polling Agent to affix his seal.

(2) The ballot box shall thereafter be sealed and secured.

(3) Where it becomes necessary to use a second box by reason of the first ballot
box getting full, the first ballot box shall be closed, sealed and secured as provided in
sub-rules (1) and (2) before any other ballot box is put into use.

59. Account of ballot paper.- (]) The Presiding Officer shall at the close of the poll
prepare a ballot paper account in Form 28 and enclose it in a separate cover with the
words "Ballot Paper Account" superscribed thereon.

(2) The Presiding Officer shall furnish to every Polling Agent present at the close
of the poll a true copy of the entries made in the ballot paper account after obtaining a
receipt from the said Polling Agent therefore and shall also attest it as a true copy.

60. Spoilt and returned ballot paper.- () An elector who has inadvertently dealt
with his ballot paper in such manner that it cannot be conveniently used as a ballot
paper may on returning it to the Presiding Officer and on satisfying him of the
inadvertence be given another ballot paper and the ballot paper so returned and the
counterfoil of such ballot paper shall be marked "Spoilt: Cancelled" by the Presiding
Officer.

(2) If an elector after obtaining a ballot paper decides not to use it, he shall
return it to the Presiding Officer, and the ballot paper so returned and the counterfoil
of such ballot, paper shall be marked as "Returned: Cancelled" by the Presiding
Officer.

(3) All ballot papers cancelled under sub-rule (1) or sub-rule (2) shall be kept in
a separate packet.

61. Sealing of other packets.- (I) The Presiding Officer shall then make into
separate packet:

(a) the marked copy of the Electoral Roll;
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(b) the counterfoils of the used ballot papers;

(c) the ballot paper signed in full by the Presiding Officer but not issued to the
voters;

(d) any other ballot papers not issued to the voters;

(e) the ballot papers cancelled for violation of voting procedure under Rule 54;
() any other cancelled ballot paper;

(g) the cover containing the tendered ballot papers and the list in Form 27;

(h) the list of challenged votes; and

(i) any other papers directed by the State Election Commission to be kept in a
sealed packet.

(2) Each such packet shall be sealed with the seals of the Presiding Officer and
with the seals either of the candidate or of his Election Agent or of his Polling Agent
who may be present at the Polling Station and may desire to affix his seals thereon.

62. Transmission of ballot boxes, etc., to the Returning Officer.- (1) The
Presiding Officer shall then deliver or cause to be delivered to the Returning Officer at
such place as the Returning Officer may direct,-

(a) the ballot boxes;

(b) the ballot paper account;

(c) the sealed packets referred to in Rule 61; and
(d) all other papers used at the poll.

(2) The Returning Officer shall make adequate arrangements for the safe
transport of all ballot boxes, packets and other papers and for their safe custody until
the commencement of the counting of votes.

63. Appointment of Counting Agent.- (1) A contesting candidate or his Election
Agent may appoint not more than one Counting Agent in respect of each counting
table at the place or at each of the places fixed for counting to be present as his agents
at the time of counting of votes of the constituency in which he is a candidate.

(2) Every such appointment shall be made in Form 29 and a copy thereof shall
be forwarded to the Returning Officer, another copy shall be made over to the
Counting Agent for the production before the Returning Officer not latter than one
hour before the time fixed for counting of votes.
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(3) No Counting Agent shall be admitted into the place fixed for counting unless
he has delivered to the Returning Officer, the second copy of his appointment under
sub-rule (2) after duly completing and signing the declaration contained therein and
receiving from the Returning Officer an authority for entry into the place fixed for
counting.

(4) The revocation of an appointment of a Counting Agent shall be made in
Form 30 lodged with the Returning Officer.

(5) In the event of any such revocation before the commencement of the counting
of votes, the candidate or his Election Agent may make a fresh appointment in
accordance with sub-rule (2).

64. Time and place for counting of votes.- The Returning Officer shall at least
one week before the date fixed for the poll appoint a place or places where the
counting of votes will be done and the date and time at which the counting will
commence and shall give notice of the same in writing to each candidate or his
Election Agent:

Provided that if for any reason the Returning Officer finds it necessary so to
do, he may alter the date, time and place or places so fixed or any of them after giving
notice of the same in writing to each candidate or his Election Agent.

65. Admission to the place fixed for counting.- (I) The Returning Officer shall
exclude from the place fixed for counting of votes all persons except:-

(a) such persons to be known as counting supervisors and Counting
Assistants as he may appoint to assist him in the counting;

(b) persons authorised by the State Election Commission or the Deputy
Commissioner;

(c) public servants on duty in connection with the election; and
(d) candidates, their Election Agents and Counting Agents.

(2) No person who has been employed by or on behalf of, or has been otherwise
working for a candidate in or about the election shall be appointed under clause (a) of
sub-rule (1).

(3) The Returning Officer shall decide which Counting Agent or agents shall
watch the counting at any particular counting table or group of counting tables.

(4) Any person who during the counting of votes misconducts himself or fails to
obey the lawful directions of the Returning Officer may be removed from the place
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where the votes are being counted, by the Returning Officer or by any Police Officer on
duty or by any person authorised in this behalf by the Returning Officer.

66. Maintenance of secrecy of voting.- The Returning Officer shall, before he
commences the counting read out the provisions of Section 29 to such persons as may
be present.

67. Counting of votes received by post.- (I) The Returning Officer shall first deal

with postal ballot papers in the manner hereinafter provided.

(2) No cover in Form 23 received by the Returning Officer after the expiry of the
time fixed in this behalf shall be opened and no vote contained in any such cover shall
be counted.

(3) The other covers shall be opened one after another and as each cover is
opened, the Returning Officer shall first scrutinise the declaration in Form 21
contained therein.

(4) If the said declaration is not found or has not been duly signed and attested
or is otherwise substantially defective or if the serial number of the ballot paper as
entered in it differs from the serial number endorsed on the cover in Form 22 that
cover shall not be opened and after making an appropriate endorsement thereon the
Returning Officer shall reject the ballot paper therein contained.

(5) Each cover so endorsed and the declaration received with it shall be
replaced in the cover in Form 23 and all such covers in Form 23 shall be kept in
separate packet which shall be sealed and on which shall be recorded the name of the
constituency, the date of counting and a brief description of its contents.

(6) The Returning Officer shall then place all the declarations in Form 21 which
he has found to be in order in a separate packet which shall be sealed before any
cover in Form 22 is opened and on which shall be recorded the particulars referred to
in sub-rule (5).

(7) The covers in Form 22 not already dealt with under the foregoing provisions
of this rule shall then be opened one after another and the Returning Officer shall
scrutinise each ballot paper and decide the validity of the vote recorded thereon.

(8) A postal ballot paper shall be rejected-.

(a) if it bears any mark (other than the mark to record the vote) or writing by
which the elector can be identified; or

(b) if no vote is recorded thereon, or
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(c) if votes are given on it in favour of more candidates than the candidates to
be elected; or

(d) if it is a spurious ballot paper; or

(e) if it is so damaged or mutilated that its identity as a genuine ballot paper
cannot be established; or

(f) if it is not returned in the cover sent along with it to the elector by the
Returning Officer.

(9) A vote recorded on a postal ballot shall be rejected if the mark indicating the
vote is placed on the ballot paper in such a manner as to make it doubtful to which
candidate the vote has been given.

(10) A vote recorded on a postal ballot paper shall not be rejected merely on the
ground that the mark indicating the vote is indistinct or made more than once, if the
intention that the vote shall be for a particular candidate clearly appears from the way
the paper is marked.

(11) The Returning Officer shall count all the valid votes given by
postal ballot in favour of each candidate, record the total thereof in the result sheet in
Form 31 and announce the same.

(12) Thereafter all the valid ballot papers and all the rejected ballot papers shall
be separately bundled and kept together in a packet which shall be sealed with the
seals of the Returning Officer and of such of the candidates, their Election Agents as
may desire to affix their seals thereon and on the packets so sealed shall be recorded
the name of the constituency, the date of counting and a brief description of its
contents.

68. Scrutiny and opening of ballot boxes.- (I) The Returning Officer shall open
or cause to be opened simultaneously the ballot boxes used at more than one Polling
Station of a constituency and shall have the total number of ballot papers found in
such boxes counted and recorded in Part II of Form 28

(2) Discrepancy, if ally, between the total number of such ballot papers
recorded as aforesaid and the total number of ballot papers issued to voters as shown
in item 3 of Part I of the said Form 28 minus the number of ballot papers used as
tendered ballot papers as shown in item S of that part, shall also be recorded in Part II
of Form 28.

(3) Before any ballot box is opened at a counting table, the Counting Agents
present at that table shall be allowed to inspect the paper seal or such other seal as
might have been affixed thereon and to satisfy themselves that it is intact.
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(4) The Returning Officer shall satisfy himself that none of the ballot boxes has
in fact been tampered with.

(5) If the Returning Officer is satisfied that ally ballot box has in fact been
tampered with, he shall not count the ballot papers contained in that box and shall
follow the procedure laid down in Rule 33 in respect of that Polling Station.

69. Counting of votes.- (1) Subject to such general or special directions, if any,
as may be given by the State Election Commission in this behalf, the ballot papers
taken out of each ballot box shall be arranged in convenient bundles and scrutinised.

(2) The Returning Officer shall reject a ballot paper,-
(a) 1if it bears any mark or writing by which the elector can be identified; or

(b) if it bears no mark at all to indicate the vote or it bears a mark elsewhere
than on or near the symbol of the candidate on the face of the ballot paper
or if it bears a mark made otherwise than with the instrument supplied for
the purpose; or

(c) if votes are given on it in favour of more candidates than the candidates to
be elected,;

(d) if the mark indicating a vote thereon is placed in such manner as to make
it doubtful to which candidate vote has been given; or

(e) if it is a spurious ballot paper; or

(f) if it is so damaged or mutilated that its identify as a genuine ballot paper
cannot be established; or

(g) if it bears a serial number or is of a design, different from the serial
number, or design, as the case may be, of the ballot papers authorised for
use at the particular Polling Station; or

(h) if it does not bear both the mark and the signature which it should have
borne under the provision of the sub-rule (1) of Rule 53:

Provided that where the Returning Officer is satisfied that any such defect as is
mentioned in clause (g) or clause (h) has been caused by any mistake or failure on the
part of a Presiding Officer or Polling Officer, the ballot paper shall not be rejected
merely on the ground of such defect:

Provided further that a ballot paper shall not be rejected merely on the ground
that the mark indicating the vote is indistinct or made more than once, if the intention
that the vote shall be for a particular candidate clearly appears from the way the paper
is marked.
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(3) Before rejecting any ballot paper under sub-rule (2) the Returning Officer
shall allow each Counting Agent present a reasonable opportunity to inspect the ballot
paper but shall not allow him to handle it or any other ballot paper.

(4) The Returning Officer shall endorse on every ballot paper which he rejects
the word 'rejected’' and the grounds of rejection in abbreviated form either in his own
hand or by means of a rubber stamp and shall initial such endorsement.

(5) All ballot papers rejected under this rule shall be bundled together.
(6) Every ballot paper which is not rejected under this rule shall be counted:

Provided that no cover containing tendered ballot paper shall be opened and
no such ballot paper shall be counted.

(7) After the counting of all ballot papers contained in all the ballot boxes used
in the constituency has been completed, the Returning Officer shall make the entries
in a result sheet in Form 31 and announce the particulars.

1[(8) Where then State Election Commission given any general or special direction
order sub-rule (1) to mix the ballot papers before commencing the counting of ballot
papers, the Returning Officer shall, in lieu of Forms 28 and 31, use Forms 28-A and
31-A respectively.]

70. Counting to be continuous.- The Returning Officer shall as far as practicable
proceed continuously with the counting and shall during any intervals when the
counting has to be suspended keep the ballot papers, packets and all other papers
relating to the election sealed with his own seal and the seals of such candidates or
Election Agents as may desire to affix their seals and take sufficient precaution for
their safe custody during such intervals.

71. Recount of votes.- (]) After the completion of the counting, the Returning
Officer shall record in the result sheet in Form 31 the total number of votes polled by
each candidate and announce the same.

(2) After such announcement has been made, a candidate or in his absence his
Election Agent or Any of his Counting Agents may apply in writing to the Returning
Officer to recount the votes either wholly or in part stating the grounds on which he
demands such recount.

(3) On such an application being made the Returning Officer shall decide the
matter and may allow the application in whole or in part or may reject it in toto if it
appears to him to be frivolous or wlreasonable.

1. Sub-rule (8) inserted by Notification No. RDP 200 ZPS 94, dated 7-3-1995.
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(4) Every decision of the Returning Officer under sub-rule (3) shall be in writing
and contain the reasons therefor.

(5) If the Returning Officer decides under sub-rule (3) to allow a recount of the
votes either wholly or in part he shall,-

(a) do the recounting in accordance with the rules applicable for counting;

(b) amend the result sheet in Form 31 to the extent necessary after such
recount; and

() announce the amendments so made by him.

(6) After the total number of votes polled by each candidate has been
announced under sub-rule (1) or sub-rule (5), the Returning Officer shall complete
and sign the result sheet in Form 31 and no application for recount shall be
entertained thereafter:

Provided that no step under this sub-rule shall be taken on the completion of
counting until the candidate and Election Agents present at the completion thereof
have been given a reasonable opportunity to exercise the right conferred by
sub-rule (2).

72. Sealing of used ballot papers.- The valid ballot papers of each candidate and
the rejected ballot papers shall thereafter be bundled separately and the several
bundles made into a separate packet which shall be sealed with the seals of the
Returning Officer and of such of the candidates, their Election Agents or Counting
Agents as may desire to affix their seals thereon; and on the packets so sealed shall be
recorded the following particulars, namely:-

(a) the name of the constituency and
(b) the date of counting.

73. Equality of votes.- If after the counting of the votes is completed an equality
of votes is found to exist between any candidates and the addition of one vote will
entitle any of those candidates to be declared elected, the Returning Officer shall
forthwith decide between these candidates by lot and proceed as if the candidate on
whom the lot falls had received an additional vote.

74. Declaration of result of election and. return of election.- The Returning
Officer shalt subject to Rule 73.-

(i) in the case of election from a Zilla Panchayat and Taluk Panchayat
constituency.-
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(a) declare in Form 32 or 33 as may be appropriate, the candidate to whom
the largest number of valid votes has been given to be elected and send
signed copies thereof to the Government, the State Election Commission,
the Commissioner and the Deputy Commissioner,

(b) complete and certify the returns of election in Form 36 and send signed
copies thereof to Government, State Election Commission, the
Commissioner and the Deputy Commissioner.

(ii) in the case of election from a Grama Panchayat constituency;

(a) where there are only non-reserved seats declare in Form 34 or 35 as may
be appropriate such number of candidate equal to the number of seats in
the constituency as have secured the highest number of votes in the
descending
order, to be duly elected;

(b) where the seats to be filled include one or more seats reserved for the
Scheduled Castes, the Scheduled Tribes, the Backward Classes or the
women, first declare in that order in the Form 34 or 35 as may be
appropriate such candidate or candidates qualified to be chosen to fill the
reserved seat or seats, who have secured the largest number of votes, to be
duty elected to the reserved seat or seats as the case may be, and
thereafter declare from among the remaining candidates (including those
who are qualified to be chosen for the reserved seat or seats) such of the
candidates as have secured the highest number of votes in the descending
order to be duly elected to non-reserved seats; and

(c) complete and certify the return of election in Form 36 and send signed
copies thereof to the State Election Commission and the Deputy
Commissioner.

75. Grant of Certificate of Election to returned candidates.- As soon as may
be after a candidate has been declared by the Returning Officer under the provisions
of Rule 29 or 74 to be elected, the Returning Officer shall grant to such candidate a
Certificate of Election in Form 37 and obtain from the candidate an acknowledgement
of its receipt duly signed by him and immediately send the acknowledgement by
Registered Post to the Deputy Commissioner.

76. Publication of names of members elected to Grama Panchayat.- The
Deputy Commissioner shall, as soon as conveniently may be, publish the list
containing the names of the members elected or deemed to have been elected to
Grama Panchayat by causing such list to be affixed on the notice board of his office,
office of the Tahsildar, concerned Grama Panchayat and in the chavadi.
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77. Custody of ballot boxes and papers relating to election.- (1) All ballot
boxes used at an election shall be kept in such custody as the State Election
Commission may direct.

(2) The Returning Officer shall keep in safe custody,
(a) the packets of unused ballot papers with the counterfoils attached thereto;
(b) the packets of used ballot papers whether valid, tendered or rejected;
(c) the packets of the counterfoils of used ballot papers;
(d) the packets of the marked copy of the Electoral Roll;

(e) the packets of the declarations by electors and the attestation of their
signatures; and

(f) all other papers relating to election.

78. Production and inspection of election papers.- (I While in the custody of
the Retuming Officer,-

(a) the packets of issued ballot papers with counterfoils attached thereto;
(b) the packets of used ballot papers whether valid, tendered or rejected,;
(c) the packets of counterfoils of used ballot papers;

(d) the packets of the marked copy of the Electoral Roll; and

(e) the packets of the declaration by voters and the attestation of their
signatures;

shall not be opened and their contents shall not be inspected by or
produced before, any person or authority except under the orders of a
competent court.

(2) Subject to such conditions and to the payment of such fee as the State
Election Commission may direct,-

(a) all other papers relating to the election shall be open to public inspection;
and

(b) copies thereof shall on application be furnished.

(3) Copies of the returns that the Returning Officer forwards under Rule 74
shall be furnished by the Returning Officer on payment of a fee of five rupees for each
such copy.
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79. Disposal of election papers.- Subject to any directions to the contrary given
by the State Election Commission or by a competent court:-

(a) the packets of unused ballot papers shall be retained for a period of six
months and shall thereafter be destroyed in such manner as the State
Election Commission may direct;

(b) the other packets, referred to in sub-rule (1) of Rule 78 shall be retained for
a period of one year and shall thereafter be destroyed:

Provided that packets containing the counterfoils of used ballot papers shall not
be destroyed except with the previous approval of the State Election Commission;

(c) all other papers relating to the election shall be retained for such period as
the State Election Commission may direct.

80. Return or forfeiture of candidate's deposit.- () The deposit made under
Rule 15 shall either be returned to the person making it or his legal representative or
be forfeited to the Zilla Panchayat or Taluk Panchayat or Grama Panchayat, as the
case may be.

(2) Except in cases mentioned in this rule the deposit shall be returned as soon
as practicable after the result of the election is declared.

(3) If the candidate is not shown in the list of contesting candidates or if he dies
before the commencement of the poll, the deposit shall be returned as soon as
practicable after the publication of the list or after the death, as the case may be.

(4) Subject to the provisions of sub-rule (3) the deposit shall be forfeited if at an
election where a poll has been taken the candidate is not elected and the number of
valid votes polled by him does not exceed one-sixth of the total number of valid votes
polled by all the candidates or in the case of election of more than one member at the
election one-sixth of the total number of valid votes so polled divided by the
number of members to be elected:

Provided that in case of a candidate belonging to the Scheduled Castes, the
Scheduled Tribes, the Backward Classes or women, the deposit shall not be forfeited
unless the number of valid votes is less than one sixteenth of the total number of valid
votes polled.

(5) Notwithstanding anything in sub-rules (2), (3) and (4) if a candidate is
contesting in more than one constituency, not more than one of the deposits shall be
returned and the others shall be forfeited.
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81. Punishment for contravention of rules.- Any person who contravenes any of
these rules shall on conviction be punished with fine which may extend to five
hundred rupees.

82. Notice to choose constituency.- () The time within which a person elected
by more than one constituency may choose the constituency which he shall serve by
delivering a notice to the Deputy Commissioner under Section 14, 131 or 170 shall
be,-

(a) seven days from the date on which he is declared to be elected; or

(b) where the dates of such declaration are different in respect of different seats,
seven days from the last of those dates.

83. Report of a casual vacancy in a Zilla Panchayat, Taluk Panchayat or
Grama Panchayat.- When any vacancy occurs due to the disablement, death,
resignation, disqualification, absence without leave or removal of member of the
Grama Panchayat or Taluk Panchayat or Zilla Panchayat, the Secretary of the Grama
Panchayat or the Executive Officer of Taluk Panchayat or the Chief Executive Officer of
Zilla Panchayat, as the case may be, shall give notice of such vacancy within
seven days from the date of its occurrence, to the Deputy Commissioner as well as
State Election Commission. The Deputy Commissioner with the approval of State
Election Commission shall thereupon take action in the manner provided in these
rules for the election of a member in such vacancy.

84. Manner of serving the order of requisition of premises, vehicles, etc.- An
order of requisition under Section 271 shall be served:-

(a) where the person to whom such order is addressed is a corporation or firm,
in the manner provided for the service of summons in Rule 2 of Order XXIX
or Rule 3 of Order XXX, as the case may be, in the First Schedule to the
Code of Civil Procedure, 1908 (Act V of 1908); and

(b) where the person to whom such order is addressed is an individual-
(i) personally by delivering or tendering the order; or
(i) by Registered Post; or

(iii) if the person cannot be found, by leaving an authentic copy of the order
with any adult member of his family or by affixing such copy to some
conspicuous part of the premises in which he is known to have last
resided or carried on business or personally worked for gain.
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1 [CHAPTER III
VOTING BY ELECTRONIC VOTING MACHINES

85. Application of provisions of this Chapter and Design of Electronic Voting
Machines.- (1) The provisions of this Chapter shall apply wherever electronic voting
machine is used during the conduct of elections to the Zilla Panchayat, Taluk
Panchayat and Grama Panchayat.

(2) Every electronic voting machine (hereinafter referred to as the '"voting
machine") shall comprise of two units, one a control unit and another a balloting unit
and shall be of such designs as may be approved by the State Election Commission.

86. Preparation of voting machine by the returning officer.- (I) The balloting
unit of the voting machine shall contain such particulars in Kannada language or
languages as the State Election Commission may specify.

(2) The names of the candidates shall be arranged on the balloting unit in the
same order in which they appear in the list of contesting candidates.

(3) If two or more candidates bear the same name, they shall be distinguished
by the addition of their father's name or residence or in some other manner, as the
State election commission may specify.

(4) Subject to the foregoing provisions of this rule, the returning officer shall.-

(a) fix the label, containing the names and symbol of the contesting candidates
in the balloting unit and secure such unit with his seal and the seals of
such of the contesting candidates or their election agents present as are
desirous of affixing the same;

(b) set the number of contesting candidates and close the candidate set section
in the control unit and secure it with his seal and seals of such of the
contesting candidates or their election agents present as are desirous of
affixing the same.

87. Arrangements at the polling stations.- () In each polling station
there shall be displayed prominently.-

(a) a notice specifying the polling area, the electors of which are entitled to
vote at the polling station and, when the polling area has more than one polling
station, the particulars of the electors so entitled to vote; and

(b) a copy of the list of contesting candidates.

1. Chapter III and Rules 85 to 114 inserted by Notification No. RDP 180 ZPS 2010, dated
16-11-2010, w.e.f. 18-11-2010



42

(2) At each polling station, there shall be set up one or more voting
compartments in which the electors can record their votes free from observation.

(3) The returning officer shall provide at each polling station, one voting
machine and copies of relevant parts of the electoral roll and such other election
material as may be necessary for the poll.

(4) Without prejudice to the provisions of sub-rule (3), the returning officer may,
with the previous approval of the State Election Commission, provide one common
voting machine for two or more polling stations located in the same premises.

88. Admission to polling stations.- The presiding officer shall regulate the
number. of electors, to be admitted at any one time inside the polling station and shall
exclude all persons other than.-

(a) polling officers;
(b) public servants on duty in connection with the election;
(c) persons authorised by the State Election Commission,;

(d) candidates, their election agents and subject to the provisions of Rule 25,
one polling agent of each candidate;

(e) a child in arms accompanying an elector;

(f) a person accompanying a blind or infirm elector, who cannot move without
help; and

(g) such other person as the returning officer or the presiding officer may
employ under sub-rule (2) of Rule 91 or sub-rule (l)of Rule 92.

89. Preparation of voting machine for poll.- () The control unit and balloting
unit of every voting machine used at polling station shall bear a label marked with.-

(a) the serial number, if any, and the name of the constituency;

(b) the serial number and name of the polling station or stations as the case
may be;

(c) the serial number of the unit; and
(d) the date of poll.

(2) Immediately before the commencement of the poll, the presiding officer shall
demonstrate to the polling agents and other persons present that no vote has been
already recorded in the voting machine and it bears the paper seal referred to in sub-
rule (4).
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(3) A paper seal shall be used for securing the control unit of the voting
machine, and the presiding officer shall affix his own signature on the paper seal and
obtain thereon, the signatures of such of the polling agents as are desirous of affixing
the same.

(4) The presiding officer shall thereafter fix the paper seal so signed in the space
meant therefor in the control unit of the voting machine and shall secure and seal the
same.

(5) The seal used for securing the control unit shall be so fixed that it is = not
possible to press the "result button" without breaking the seal after the unit has been
sealed.

(6) The control unit shall be closed and secured and placed in full view of the
presiding officer and the polling agents and the balloting unit shall be placed in the
voting compartment, at the polling station.

90. Marked copy of the electoral roll.- Immediately before the commencement of
the poll, the presiding officer shall also demonstrate to the polling agents and others
present that the marked copy of the electoral roll to be used during the poll does not
contain.-

(a) any entry other than that made in pursuance of Rule 41; and

(b) any mark other than the mark made in pursuance of clause (b) of sub-rule
(2) of Rule 41.

91. Facilities for women electors.- (I) Where a polling station is for both men
and women electors, the presiding officer may direct that they shall be admitted to the
polling station alternatively in separate batches.

(2) The returning officer or the presiding officer may appoint a woman to serve
as an attendant at any polling station to assist women electors and also to assist the
presiding officer generally in the poll in respect of woman electors, and in particular,
to help frisking any woman elector if necessary.

92. Identification of electors.- (I) The presiding officer may-employ at the polling
station such persons as he thinks fit to help in the identification of the electors or
otherwise to assist him during the poll.

(2) As each elector enters the polling station, the presiding officer or the polling
officer authorised by him in this behalf shall check the elector's name and other
particulars with the relevant entry in the electoral roll and then callout the serial
number, name and other particulars of the elector.
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(3) Where the polling station is situated in a constituency electors of which have
been supplied with identity cards under the provisions of the Registration of Electors
Rules, 1960 made under the Representation of the People Act, 1950 (Central Act 43 of
1950), the elector shall produce his identity card before the presiding officer or the
polling officer authorised by him in this behalf.

(4) In deciding the right of a person to cast his vote, the presiding officer or the
polling officer, as the case may be, shall over-look merely clerical or printing errors in
any entry in the electoral roll if he is satisfied that such person is identical with the
elector to whom such entry relates.

93. Facilities for public servants on election duty.- (I) The provisions
of Rule 92 shall not apply to any person who produces at the polling station
an election duty certificate in Form 20 and seeks permission to cast his vote
at that polling station although it is different from the one where he is
entitled to vote.

(2) On production of such certificate, the presiding officer shall.-
(a) obtain thereon, the signature of the person producing it;

(b) have the person's name and electoral roll number as mentioned in the
certificate entered at the end of the marked copy of the electoral roll; and

(c) permit him to cast his vote in the same manner as an elector is entitled to
vote at that polling station.

94. Challenging the identity.- (I) Any polling agent may challenge the identity of
a person claiming to be a particular elector by first depositing a sum of Two rupees in
cash with the presiding officer for each such challenge.

(2) On such deposit being made, the presiding officer shall.-
(a) warn the persons challenged of the penalty for personation;

(b) read the relevant entry in the electoral roll in full and ask him whether he
is the person referred to in that entry;

(c) enter his name and address in the list of challenged votes in Form 25; and
(d) require him to affix his signature in the said list.

(3) The presiding officer shall thereafter hold a summary inquiry into the
challenge and may for that purpose.-

(a) require the challenger to adduce evidence in proof of the challenge and the
person challenged to adduce evidence of proof of his identity;
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(b) put to the person challenged any questions necessary for the purpose of
establishing his identity and require him to answer them on oath; and

(c) administer an oath to the person challenged and any other person offering
to give evidence.

(4) If, after the inquiry, the presiding officer considers that the challenge has
not been established he shall allow the person challenged to vote; and if he considers
that the challenge has been established, he shall debar the person challenged from
voting.

(5) If the presiding officer is of the opinion that the challenge is frivolous or has
not been made in good faith, he shall direct that the deposit made under sub-rule (1)
be forfeited to Government and in any other case, return to the challenger at the
conclusion of the inquiry .

95. Safeguards against personation.- (I) Every elector about whose identity the
presiding officer or the polling officer, as the case may be, is satisfied, shall allow his
left forefinger to be inspected by the presiding officer or the polling officer and an
indelible ink mark to be put on it.

(2) If any elector.-

(a) refuse to allow his left forefinger to be inspected or marked in accordance
with sub-rule (1) or has already such a mark on his left forefinger or does
any act with a view to removing the ink mark, or

(b) fails or refuses to produce his identity card as required by sub-rule (3) of
Rule 92 he shall not be allowed to vote.

(3) Where a poll is taken simultaneously in a Parliamentary Constituency or
Assembly Constituency and a ward, an elector whose left finger has been marked with
indelible ink or who has produced his identity card at one such election, shall
notwithstanding anything contained in sub-rules (1) and (2) be permitted to cast his
vote for the other election.

(4) Any reference in this rule to the left forefinger of an elector shall, in the case
where the elector has his left forefinger missing, be construed as a reference to any
other finger of his left hand, and shall, in the case where all the fingers of his left hand
are missing, be construed as a reference to the forefinger or any other finger of his
right hand, and shall in the case where all his fingers of both the hands are missing be
construed as a reference to such extremity of his left or right arm as he possesses.

96. Procedure for voting by voting machines.- (1) Before permitting an elector to
vote, the polling officer shall.-
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(a) record the electoral roll number of the elector as entered in the marked copy
of the electoral roll in a register of voters in Form 38;

(b) obtain the signature or the thumb impression of an elector on the said
register of voters; and

(c) mark the name of the elector in the marked copy of the electoral roll to
indicate that he has been allowed to vote:

Provided that no elector shall be allowed to vote unless he has put his
signature or thumb impression on the register of voters.

(2) Notwithstanding anything contained in sub-rule (1), it shall be necessary for
any presiding officer or polling officer or ally other officer to attest the thumb
impression of the elector on the register of voters.

97. Maintenance of secrecy of voting by electors within the polling station
and voting procedures.- (1) Every elector who has been permitted to vote under Rule
96 shall maintain secrecy of voting within the polling station and for that purpose
observe the voting procedure hereinafter laid down.

(2) Immediately on being permitted to vote the elector shall proceed to the
presiding officer or the polling officer in charge of the control unit of the voting
machine who shall, by pressing the appropriate button on the control unit, activate
the balloting unit; for recording of elector's vote.

(3) The elector shall thereafter forthwith.-
(a) proceed to voting compartment;

(b) record his or her vote by pressing the button on the balloting unit against
the name and symbol of the candidate for whom he or she intends to vote;
and

(c) come out of the voting compartment and leave the polling station.
(4) Every elector shall vote without undue delay.

(5) No elector shall be allowed to enter the voting compartment when another
elector is inside it.

(6) If all elector who has been permitted to vote under Rule 96 or Rule 100
refuses after warning given by the presiding officer to observe the procedure laid down
in sub-rule (3), the presiding officer or a polling officer under the direction of the
presiding officer shall not allow such elector to vote.
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(7) Where all elector is not allowed to vote under sub-rule (6), a remark to the
effect that voting procedure has been violated shall be made against the elector's name
in the register of voters in Form 38 by the presiding officer under his signature.

98. Recording of votes of blind or infirm electors.- (1) If the presiding officer is
satisfied that owing to the blindness or other physical infirmities an elector is unable
to recognise the symbol on the balloting unit of the voting machine or unable to record
his or her vote by pressing the appropriate button thereon without assistance, the
presiding officer shall permit the elector to take with him or her a companion of his
not less than eighteen years of age to the voting compartment for recording the vote on
his behalf and in accordance with his wishes:

Provided that no person shall be permitted to act as the companion of more
than one elector at any polling station on the same day:

Provided further that before any person is permitted to act as the companion of
an elector on any day under this rule that person shall be required to declare that he
will keep secret the vote recorded by him on . behalf of the elector and that he has not
already acted as the companion of any other elector at any other polling station on
that day.

(2) The presiding officer shall keep a record in Form 26 of all cases under this
rule.

99. Elector deciding not to vote.- If an elector, after his electoral roll number
has been duly entered in the register of voters in Form 38 and has put his signature or
thumb impression thereon as required under sub-rule (1) of Rule 96, decides not to
record his or her vote, a remark to this effect shall be made against the said entry in
Form 38 by the presiding officer and the signature or thumb impression of the elector
shall be obtained against such remark.

100. Tendered votes.- (l) If a person representing himself to be a particular elector
seeks to vote after another person has already voted as such elector, he shall, on
satisfactorily answering such questions relating to his identity as the presiding officer
may ask, be instead of being allowed to vote through the balloting unit, supplied with
a tendered ballot paper, which shall be of such design, and the particulars of which
shall be in kannada or languages as the State Election Commission may specify.

(2) Every such elector shall before being supplied with tendered ballot paper
write his or her name against the entry relating to him or her in Form 27-A(EVM).

(3) Every voter receiving the ballot paper shall forthwith.-

(a) proceed to the voting compartment;
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(b) record there his or her vote on the ballot paper by placing a cross mark "X"
with the instrument or article supplied for the purpose on or near the
symbol of the candidate for whom he intends to vote;

(c) fold the ballot paper so as to conceal his vote;

(d) show to the presiding officer, if required, the distinguishing mark on the
balloting paper;

(e) give it to the presiding officer who shall place it in a cover specially kept for
the purpose; and

(f) leave the polling station.

(4) If owing to blindness or physical infirmities, such elector is unable to record
his vote without assistance, the presiding officer shall permit him to take with him a
companion, subject to the same condition and for following the same procedure as laid
down in Rule 98 for recording the vote in accordance with his wishes.

101. Presiding Officer's entry in the voting compartment during poll.- (1) The
presiding officer may whenever he considers it necessary to do so, enter the voting
compartment during poll and take such steps as may be necessary to ensure that the
balloting unit is not tampered or interfered with in any way.

(2) If the presiding officer has reason to suspect that an elector who has entered
the voting compartment is tampening or otherwise interfering with the balloting unit
or has remained inside the voting compartment for unduly long period, he shall enter
the voting compartment and take such steps as may be necessary to ensure the
smooth and orderly progress of the poll.

(3) Whenever the presiding officer enters the voting compartment under this
rule, he shall permit the polling agents present to accompany him if they so desire.

102. Closing of the poll.- () The presiding officer shall close a polling station at
the hour fixed in that behalf under Rule 12 read with Rule 57 and shall not thereafter
admit any elector into the polling station:

Provided that all the electors present at the polling station before it is closed
shall be allowed to cast their votes.

(2) If any question arises whether an elector was present at the polling station
before it was closed it shall be decided by the presiding officer and his decision shall
be final.
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103. Account of votes recorded.- (I) The presiding officer shall at the close of the
poll prepare an account of votes recorded in Form 28-B(EVM) and enclose it in a
separate cover with the words "Account of Votes Recorded" superscribed thereon.

(2) The presiding officer shall furnish to every polling agent present at the close of
the poll a true copy of the entries made in Form 28-B(EVM) after obtaining receipt
from the said polling agent there and shall attest it as a true copy.

104. Sealing of voting machine after poll.- () As soon as practicable after the
closing of the poll, the presiding officer shall close the control unit to ensure that no
further votes can be recorded and shall detach the balloting unit from the control unit.

(2) The control unit and the balloting unit shall thereafter be sealed, and
secured separately in such manner as the State Election Commission may direct and
the seal used for securing them shall be so affixed that it is not possible to open the
units without breaking the seals.

(3) The Polling agents present at the polling station, who desire to affix their
seals shall also be permitted to do so.

105. Sealing of other packets.- () The presiding officer shall then make into
separate packet.-

(a) the marked copy of the electoral roll;
(b) the register of voters in Form 38;

(c) the cover containing the tendered ballot papers and the list in Form 27-
A(EVM);

(d) the list of challenged votes; and

(e) any other papers directed by the State Election Commission to be kept in a
sealed packet.

(2) Each packet shall be sealed with the seal of the presiding officer and with
the seal either of the candidate or his election agent or his polling agent who may be
present at the polling station and may desire to affix his seal thereon.

106. Transmission of voting machines, etc., to the Returning Officer.- (1) The
presiding officer shall then deliver or cause to be delivered to the returning officer at
such place, as the returning officer may direct.-

(a) the voting machine;

(b) the account of votes recorded in Form 28-B(EVM);
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(c) the sealed packets referred to in Rule 105;
(d) all other papers used at the poll.

(2) The returning officer shall make adequate arrangements for the safe
transport of the voting machine, packets and other papers for the safe custody until
the commencement of the counting of votes.

107. Procedure on adjournment of poll.- (l) If the poll at any polling station is
adjourned under Rule 30, provisions of Rules 103 to 106 shall, as far as practicable,
apply as if the poll was closed at the hour fixed in that = behalf under Rule 57.

(2) When an adjourned poll is recommended under Rule 31, the electors who
have already voted at the poll 'so adjourned shall not be allowed to vote again.

(3) The returning officer shall provide the presiding officer of the polling station
at which such adjourned poll is held, with the sealed packet containing the marked
copy of the electoral roll, register of voters in Form 38 and a new voting machine.

(4) The presiding officer shall open the sealed packet in the presence of the
polling agents present and use the marked copy of the electoral roll for marking the
names of the electors who are allowed to vote at the adjourned poll.

(5) The provisions of Rule 2 and Rules 85 to 106 shall apply in relation to the
conduct of an adjourned poll before it was so adjourned.

108. Closing of voting machine in case of booth capturing.- Where the presiding
officer is of the opinion that booth capturing is taking place at a polling station or at a
place fixed for the poll, he shall immediately close the controlling unit of the voting
machine to ensure that no further votes can be recorded and shall detach the balloting
unit from the control unit.

109. Counting of votes where electronic voting machines have been used.- In
relation to the counting of votes at a polling station, where voting machine has been
used the provisions of Rules 2 and 63 to 66 shall mutatis mutandis apply.

110. Scrutiny and inspection of voting machines.- (1) The returning officer may
have the control units of the voting machines used at more than one polling station
taken up for scrutiny and inspection and votes recorded in such units counted
simultaneously.

(2) Before the votes recorded in any control unit of voting machine are counted
under sub-rule (I), the candidate or his election agent or his counting agent present at
the counting table shall be allowed to inspect the paper seal and such other vital seals
as might have been affixed on the unit and to satisfy themselves that the seals are
intact.
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(3) The returning officer shall satisfy himself that none of the voting machines
has in fact been tampered with.

(4) If the returning officer is satisfied that any voting machine has in fact been
tampered with, he shall not count the votes recorded in that machine and shall follow
the procedure laid down in Rule 32 or Rule 33 as may be applicable in respect of the
polling station or stations where that machine was used.

111. Counting of votes.- (I) After the returning officer is satisfied that a
voting machine has in fact not been tempered with, he shall have the votes recorded
therein counted by pressing the appropriate button marked "Result" provided in the
control unit whereby the total votes polled and votes polled by each candidate shall be
displayed in respect of each such candidate on the display panel provided for the
purpose in the unit.

(2) As the votes polled by each candidate are displayed on the control unit, the
returning officer shall have.-

(a) the number of such votes recorded separately in respect of each candidate
in Part II of Form 28-B(EVM);

(b) Part II of Form 28-B(EVM) completed in other respects and signed by the
counting supervisor and also by the candidates or their election agents or
their counting agents present; and

c) corresponding entries made in a result sheet in Form 31- an e
ding entri de i It sheet in F 31-A(EVM d th
particulars so entered in the result sheet announced.

112. Sealing of voting machines.- () After the result of voting recorded in a
control unit has been ascertained candidate-wise and entered in Part II of
Form 28-B(EVM) and Form 31-A(EVM) under Rules 67(11), 69(7) and 71(1), (5) and (6)
the returning officer shall reseal the unit with his seal and the seals of such of the
candidates or their election agents present who may desire to affix the seals thereon so
however that the result of voting recorded in the unit is not obliterated and the unit
retains the memory of such result.

(2) The control unit so sealed shall be kept in specially prepared boxes on which
the returning officer shall record the following particulars, namely.-

(a) the name of the constituency;

(b) the particulars of the polling station or stations where the control unit has
been used;

(c) serial number of the control unit;



52

(d) date of poll; and
(e) date of counting.

(3) The provisions of Rules 70 to 72 shall, so far as may be, apply in relating to
voting by voting machines and any reference in those rules to.-

(a) ballot paper shall be construed as including a reference to such voting
machine;

(b) any rule shall be construed as a reference to the corresponding rule in
Chapter II or, as the case may be, to Rule 110 or 111.

113. Custody of voting machines and papers relating to election.- (1) All voting
machines used at an election shall be kept in such custody as the Commissioner,
State Election Commission, Karnataka may direct.

(I-A) All voting machines used at an election shall be kept in the custody of the
concerned District Election Officer.

(2) The District Election Officer shall keep in safe custody.-

(a) the packets of unused postal ballot papers with counterfoils attached
thereto;

(b) the packets of used postal ballot papers whether valid, tendered or rejected;
(c) the packets of counterfoils of used postal ballot papers;

(d) the packets of the marked copy of the electoral roll or, as the case may be;
(e) the packets containing register of voters in Form 38, including voters' slip;

(f) the packets of the declarations by electors and the attestation of their
signatures.

114. Applicability of Central Rules, statutory orders, etc.- Without prejudice to
the foregoing provisions, wherever no specific provisions are made in these rules, the
provisions of the Conduct of Election Rules, 1961 made under the Representation of
the People Act, 1951 as amended from time to time and instructions, statutory orders
and clarifications issued by the Election Commissions of India shall mutatis mutandis
apply for the cases under these rules.]

1[115. Repeal.- The Karnataka Zilla Parishads, Taluk Panchayat Samities, Mandal
Panchayats and Nyaya Panchayats (Conduct of Election) Rules, 1985 are hereby
repealed.]

1. Rule 85 renumbered as Rule 115 thereof by Notification No. RDP 180 ZPS 2010, dated
16-11-2010, w.e.f. 18-11-2010.
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FORM 1
[See Rule 12(2)]

(For use in the case of election to Taluk/Zilla Panchayat/s)
Notification

Date

Whereas elections are to be held

1(1) To fill the seats of the elected members of the newly established Taluk
Panchayat?/Zilla Panchayat ..... District under the provisions of the
Kamataka Panchayat Raj Act, 1993, from the various constituencies of

the said Taluk Panchayat/Zilla Panchayat.

3(2) To* ..... Taluk Panchayat5/Zilla Panchayat from®é ..... constituency?/
constituencies to fill the seats of the out-going members on the expiry of

their term of office.

8(3) To fill the vacancy caused by the death of . . . . . / resignation of . . . . .

election of . . . . . having been declared void/seat of ..... having

become?/having been declared vacant.

Now therefore in pursuance of Rule 12 of Karnataka Panchayat Raj

(Conduct of Election) Rules, 1993,

L ..... Deputy Commissioner . . . . . District hereby fix the following

calendar of events in respect of the said elections.

(@) Last date for making nominations = —---mmmmmmmmmmmmoo

(b) The date for the scrutiny of nominations ~ —-————-——————-—————-

(c) The last date for withdrawal of candidatures = --------—-—-—-—————-

(d) The date on which a poll shall if necessary be --------—-—-—-—————-

taken date and day
(e) The date before which the election shall be = ----—-—-—-mmmmev
completed date and day

Deputy Commissioner

Score out the clause not applicable.

Strike off the inappropriate alternative.

Score out the clause not applicable.

Appropriate particulars of the election to be inserted here.
Strike off the inappropriate alternative.

Appropriate particulars of the election to be inserted here
Strike off the inappropriate alternative.

Score out the clause not applicable.

Appropriate particulars of the election to be inserted here.
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FORM 2
[See Rule 12(2)]

(For use in the case of elections to Grama Panchayat)
Notification

Whereas elections are to be held

1(1) To fill the seats of the newly established Grama Panchayats
..................... District under the provisions of the Karnataka
Panchayat Raj Act, 1993 from the various constituencies of the said
Grama Panchayats.

2(2) Tod® ..o nneee. Grama Panchayat from ...................... Constituency
4/Constituencies to fill the seat of the out-going members
on the expiry of their term of office.

5(3) To fill the vacancy caused by the death of ............... Resignation of
election of ............ /having been declared void/ seat of ............
having become®/having been declared vacant.

Now therefore in pursuance of Rule 12 of Karnataka Panchayat Raj
(Conduct of Election) Rules, 1993.

I, Deputy Commissioner ............ District hereby fix the
following calendar of events in respect of the said elections.

(a) Last date for making nominations = ...

(b) The date for the scrutiny of nominations .................

(c) The last date for withdrawal of candidatures ~ .................

(d) The date on which a poll shall if necessary .................

be taken date and day
() The date before which the election ...
shall be completed date and day

Deputy Commissioner

SRR

Score out the clause not applicable.

Score out the clause not applicable.

Appropriate particulars of the election to be inserted here.
Strike off the inappropriate alternative.

Score out the clause not applicable.

Strike off the inappropriate alternative.
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FORM 3
[See Rule 12(3)]

Notice of Election

Notice is hereby given that:-

1. An election will be held to elect member / sto ! ... .. Grama 2/Taluk/Zilla
Panchayat from3 ................. Constituency /Constituency reserved for
Scheduled Castes*/Scheduled Tribes/Backward Classes and women.

2. Forms of nomination paper may be obtained at the office of
the returning officer between 11 A.M. to 3 P.M. on any day (other than a public
holiday) from ......... (date) to ........ (date).

3. Nomination papers may be delivered by a candidate or his proposer to the
returning officer between 11 A.M. and 3 P.M. on any day (other than a public
holiday) not later than the ... date.

4. The nomination papers will be taken wup for scrutiny at ......
(time) .... on (date) .... at .... (place).

5. Notice of withdrawal of candidature may be delivered by a candidate/his
proposer or his election agent ....... to the returning officer at his office before
3 P.M. on the (date) ...............

6. In the event of the election being contested the poll will be taken on.........
(date) between the hours ............. and ......

1IThe number of members from ................. Grama Panchayat Constituency

/ and the seats reserved for Scheduled Castes®/Scheduled Tribes/and Backward
Classes/Women are as indicated below:-

S1. No. of the Name of the Number of seats | No- of seats reserved
Constituency Constituency sc ST BC
1 2 3 4 5 6
No. of Seats reserved for Women
S.C S.T. B.C General
7 8 9 10
Place...........
Date ............. Returning Officer

Appropriate particulars of the election to be inserted here.
Strike off the inappropriate alternative.

Appropriate particulars of the election to be inserted here.
Strike off the inappropriate alternative

Score out the paragraph if not applicable.

Strike off the inappropriate alternative.
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FORM 4
[See Rule 14(1)]

Nomination Paper
(For use in the case of election to the Taluk Panchayat/ Zilla Panchayat / s)

I nominate Sri/Smt. .......... as a candidate for election to thel ...... Taluk
Panchayat?/Zilla Panchayat/  ..... district from thes ...
Constituency/Constituency  reserved for  Scheduled  Castes4/Scheduled
Tribes/Backward Classes/Women.

Candidate's Name:
His/her father's/husband's name:

Postal Address:

His/her name is entered at S1. NO ...ccciiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiciiiie e, in part
No............ of the electoral roll for the constituency.

My name is ............ and it is entered at S1. No ........... in part No....... of
the electoral roll for ..... Constituency.
Date:...ovevvennnn. Signature of the proposer

(to be filled by the Candidate)

I, the above mentioned candidate assent to the nomination and hereby
declare:-

(@) That I have completed ............. years of age.
5(b) That I am a Woman.

6(c) That I am a member of .... Caste/Tribe/Class which is a Scheduled
Caste/Scheduled Tribe/Backward Class of the State of Karnataka. A
copy of the Scheduled Caste/Scheduled Tribe/Backward Class certificate
issued in my favour by the competent authority is enclosed.

(=) I TR 83 WIITWORY TS VBHFOIPN QAT wﬁé& TOORNOATVT WB ORI TIN
DeredeBorH Beednes.

1) Appropriate particulars of the election to be inserted here.

2) Strike off the inappropriate alternative.

3) Appropriate particulars of the election to be inserted here.

4) Strike off the in appropriate alternative.

5) Score out the clause not applicable.

6) Score out the clause not applicable.

7) Clauses (d) and (e) substituted by Notification No. RDP 130 ZPS 2004, dated 21-6-2005, w.e.f.
21-6-2005
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Date:............ Signature of the Candidate

(To be filled by Returning Officer)

Serial number of nomination paper .....

This nomination was delivered to me at my office at ...... (hour)on ..... (date) by
the candidate! proposer ..... (Name)
Date ............ Returning Officer

Decision of the Returning Officer accepting or rejecting the
nomination paper.

I have examined this nomination paper in accordance with Rule 17
............ of the Karnataka Panchayat Raj (Conduct of Election) Rules, 1993 and
decide as follows.

Date: .............. Returning Officer

Receipt of nomination paper and notice of scrutiny
(To be handed over to the person presenting the nomination paper)

Serial Number of nomination paper ..............

The nomination paper of ................ a candidate for election to the?2
................. /Taluk Panchayat/Zilla Panchayat from the3....................
constituency was delivered to me at my office at ................... (Hour)

................. (date) by the candidate4/proposer.

All the nomination papers will be taken up for scrutiny at .......... (Hour)
on ........ (date) at .............. (place).

Date: .............. Returning Officer

1) Appropriate particulars of the election to be inserted here.
2) Appropriate particulars of the election to be inserted here.
3) Appropriate particulars of the election to be inserted here.
4) Strike off the inappropriate alternative.
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FORM 5

[See Rule 14(1)]
Nomination Paper

(For use in the case of election to the Grama Panchayat)

I nominate Sri/Smt. ....coiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii, as a candidate for election
to thel ............. Grama Panchayat ............ District from the2 ................
................ Constituency/Constituency reserved for Scheduled Castes3/
Scheduled Tribes/Backward Classes/Women.

Candidate's Name:-

His/Her Father's/Husband's name ...ttt .

Postal Address:-

His/her name is entered at Sl. No............ in Part No .......... of the
electoral roll for the ................... Constituency.

My name is .......... and it is entered at S1. No.......... in Part No .......... of the
electoral roll for Constituency.
Date: ........... Signature of the proposer

(to be filled by the candidate)

I, the above-mentioned candidate assent to this nomination and hereby
declare:-

(a) that I have completed........... years of age.
4(b) thatI am a woman.

5(c) that I am a member of ............. Caste/Tribe/Class which is a
Scheduled Caste/Scheduled Tribe/Backward Class of the State of Karnataka. A
copy of the Scheduled Caste/Scheduled Tribe/Backward Class certificate issued
in my favour by the competent authority is enclosed.

(d) that the symbols I have chosen are in the order of preference:-

Date......c......... Signature of Candidate

. Appropriate particulars of the election to be inserted here.
. Appropriate particulars of the election to be inserted here.

1
2
3. Strike off the inappropriate alternative.
4. Score out the clause not applicable.

5

. Score out the clause not applicable.
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(To be filled by Returning Officer)

Serial number of nomination paper .................. I

This nomination was delivered to me at my office at ................. (Hour)
On...coovvvvvvninnn. (date) by the candidate! proposer ..... (Name)
Date:............... Returning Officer

Decision of the Returning Officer accepting or rejecting the nomination
paper.

I have examined this nomination paper in accordance with Rule............ of
the Karnataka Panchayat Raj (Conduct of Election) Rules, 1993 and decide as
follows.

Date:............... Returning Officer

Receipt of nomination paper and notice of scrutiny

(To be handed over to the person presenting the nomination paper)

Serial number of nomination paper .....................

The nomination paper of .............. a candidate for election to the2............
Grama Panchayat from the3 ............. Constituency was delivered to me at my
officeat .................. (Hour) ............. (date) by the candidate4/proposer.

on .......o..... (date) at ............. (place).

Date:............... Returning Officer

1. Score out the clause if not applicable.

2. Appropriate particulars of the election to be inserted here.
3. Appropriate particulars of the election to be inserted here.
4. Strike off the inappropriate alternative.
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FORM 6

(See Rule 16)
Notice of Nomination

Election to the! Grama?/Taluk/Zilla Panchayat from the3.............

Constituency /Constituency reserved for Scheduled Caste4/ Scheduled Tribes/

Backward Classes/Women.

Notice is hereby given that the following nominations in respect of the above

election have been received upto 3 P.M. today:

1. No. of
Nimin:ti(:)n Name of the Name of the Age of Address
Candidate Father5/Husband| Candidate
Paper
1 2 3 4 5
Particulars of SC/ST / Electoral roll L\[
Party® Backward Class in respect No. of ame and Electoral
affiliation |of candidates belonging to| __ ... . = |No. of the proposer
SC/ST/BC
6 7 8 9

Place:

Date: Returning Officer

Appropriate particulars of the election to be inserted here.
Strike off the inappropriate alternative.

Appropriate particulars of the election to be inserted here.
Strike off the inappropriate alternative ..

Strike off the inappropriate alternative ..

Not applicable in the case of. Grama Panchayat Elections.

U
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FORM 7
[See Rule 17(8)]

List of validly nominated candidates

Election to the?® ............. /Grama?2/Taluk/Zilla Panchayat from the3
................. Constituency/Constituency reserved for Scheduled

Castes*/Scheduled Tribes/Backward Classes/Women.

. Name of the Name of the Address of the
Serial Number . ]
Candidate Father/Husband Candidate
1 2 3 4
Place:
Date: Returning Officer
1. Appropriate particulars of the election to be inserted here
2. Strike off the inappropriate alternative.
3. Appropriate particulars of the election to be inserted here.
4. Strike off the inappropriate alternative.



62

FORM 8

[See Rule 18(1)]
Notice of Withdrawal

Election to the! .............. Grama?/Taluk/Zilla Panchayat from the3
.................. Constituency/Constituency reserved for Scheduled Castes?
/Scheduled Tribes/Backward Classes/Women.

To:
The Returning Officer,

| a candidate validly nominated at the above election do
hereby give notice that I withdraw my candidature.

Place:................
Date: ................ Signature of the Candidate

This notice was delivered to me at my office at ..... (Hour) on......c........
(Date) by ..evveeievineeennn (Name)

Place
Date: Returning Officer
Receipt of Notice of Withdrawal
(To be handed over to the person delivering the notice)

The notice of withdrawal of candidature by ............. a validly nominated
candidate at the election to theS ..... was delivered to me by the6é ........ at my
office ......... (Hour) on............. (Date).

Place:
Date: Returning Officer

(1) Candidate

(2) Candidate's proposer who has been authorised in writing by
the candidate to deliver it.

(3) Candidate's election agent who has been authorized in writing by the
candidate to deliver it.

Appropriate particulars of the election to be inserted here

Strike off the inappropriate alternative.

Appropriate particulars of the election to be inserted here.

Strike off the inappropriate alternative

Appropriate particulars of the election to be inserted here.

Here insert one of the above-mentioned alternatives as may be appropriate.

ok L=
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FORM 9
[See Rule 18(4)]

Notice of Withdrawal of Candidature
Election to thel................ /Grama? /Taluk/ Zilla Panchayat from the

.................... Constituency/Constituency reserved for Scheduled Castes3 /

Scheduled Tribes /Backward Classes /Women.

Notice is hereby given that the following candidatet/ candidates at
the above election withdrew his candidatures/ their candidatures today:

Name of the Address of the
Serial Number Remarks
Candidate Candidate
1 2 3 4

1.

2.

3.

4.
Place:
Date: Returning Officer
1. Appropriate particulars of the election to be inserted here.
2. Strike off the inappropriate alternative.
3. Strike off the inappropriate alternative.
4. Strike off the inappropriate alternative.
5. Strike off the inappropriate alternative.
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FORM 10
[See Rule 19(6)]

List of Contesting Candidates

Election to the! ................ Grama?/Taluk/Zilla Panchayat from the3.................
Constituency/Constituency reserved for Scheduled Castes*/Scheduled

Tribes/Backward Classes/Women.

Serial Name of the Address of the
Symbol Allotted
No. Candidate Candidate
1 2 3 4
1.
2.
3.
Place:
Date: Signature of Candidate
Returning Officer
1. Appropriate particulars of the election to be inserted here.
2. Strike off the inappropriate alternative.
3. Appropriate particulars of the election to be inserted here.
4. Strike off the inappropriate alternative.
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FORM 11

[See Rule 24(1)]
Appointment of Election Agent

Election to thel ................. Grama?/Taluk/Zilla Panchayat from the3

...................... Constituency.

To
The Returning Officer

| of ... a candidate at the above election do hereby
appoint Sri ......cceiiiiiiiiiiiiiian.. (Name and Address) as my election agent from

this day at the above election.

Place:

Date: Signature of Candidate

I accept the above appointment

Date: ........oo.... Signature of the Election Agent

1. Appropriate particulars of the election to be inserted here.
2. Strike off the inappropriate alternative
3. Appropriate particulars of the election to be inserted here.
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FORM 12
[See Rule 24(3)]

Revocation of appointment of Election Agent

Election to the! ............ Grama? [Taluk/Zilla Panchayat from the3

................ Constituency.

To
The Returning Officer

I a candidate at the above election hereby revoke the
appointment of ................... my election agent.
Place:
Date: Signature of Candidate

1. Appropriate particulars of the election to be inserted here.
2. Strike off the inappropriate alternative.
3. Appropriate particulars of the election to be inserted here
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FORM 13
[See Rule 25(2)]
1Appointment of Polling Agent

Election to the2 ................. Grama3/Taluk/Zilla Panchayat from the
................ Constituency.

a Candidate?4/the Election Agent of ............... who is a
Candidate at the above election do hereby appoint............. Name and
address ............... as a Polling Agent to attend.

Polling Station No.............. at (Place) ............... fixed for poll at
(time)...........

Place

Date: Signature of Candidates/Election Agent
I agree to act as Polling Agent.

Place: ...............

Date: ...l Signature of Polling Agent

Declaration of Polling Agent to be signed before the Presiding Officer.

I hereby declare that at the above election, I will not do anything
forbidden by Section 296 of the Karnataka Panchayat Raj Act, 1993 which I have
read/has been read over to me.

Signature of Polling Agent
Date: .............. Signed before me

Presiding Officer

1. To be handed over to the Polling Agent for production at the Polling Station or at the place fixed for the
poll.

To be handed over to the Polling Agent for production at the Polling Station or at the place fixed for the
poll.

Strike off the inappropriate alternative.

Strike off the inappropriate alternative

Strike off the inappropriate alternative

Section 29 of the Karnataka Panchayat Raj Act, 1993 - Maintenance of Secrecy of voting - (1) Every
officer, clerk, agent or other person who performs any duty in connection with recording or counting of
votes at any election shall maintain and aid in maintaining the secrecy of the voting and shall not
(except for some purpose authorised by or under any law) communicate to any person any information
calculated to violate such secrecy.

(2) Any person who contravenes the provision of sub-section (1) shall be punishable with imprisonment
for a term which may extend to three months or with fine or with both.

N

ousw
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FORM 14
[See Rule 25(4)]

Revocation of appointment of Polling Agent

Election to thel............... Grama?/Taluk/Zilla Panchayat from the3

............... Constituency.

To
The Presiding Officer

I . a candidate/election agent of ............. at the above election

hereby revoke the appointment of ............ Polling Agent .......... at the Polling

Place:

Date: Signature of the Candidate*/Election Agent

Appropriate particulars of the election to be inserted here
Strike off the inappropriate alternative.
Appropriate particulars of the election to be inserted here.
Strike off the inappropriate alternative.

sl
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FORM 15
[See Rule 29(2)/29(3)]
Declaration of election when the seat is uncontested

(For use in General Election to Taluk/Zilla Panchayat when the
seat is uncontested)
Election to thel .............. Taluk?/Zilla Panchayat from thes ...........
Constituency/Constituency reserved for Scheduled Castes4/Scheduled

Tribes/Backward Classes/Women.

In pursuance of the provisions contained in Rule 29(2)5/29(3) of the

Karnataka Panchayat Raj (Conduct of Election) Rules, 1993, I declare that:-

Sponsored by ................... (name of the recognised/ registered political
party) has been duly elected to fill the vacancy to the said Taluk¢/Zilla
Panchayat from the above constituency.

Place:

Date: Signature: ......c.cceviiiiiiieiia..
Returning Officer:................

1. Appropriate particulars of the election to be inserted here.

2. Strike off the inappropriate alternative.

3. Appropriate particulars of the election to be inserted here.

4. Strike off the inappropriate alternative.

5. Strike off the inappropriate alternative.

6. Strike off the inappropriate alternative.
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FORM 16
[See Rule 29(2)/29(3)]

(For use in Election to Taluk!/Zilla Panchayat to fill casual vacancy
when the seat is uncontested)

Election to thez .............. Taluk3/Zilla Panchayat from the4
Constituency/Constituency reserved for Scheduled CastesS /Scheduled

Tribes/Backward Classes/Women.

In pursuance of the provisions contained in Rule 29(2)6/29(3) of the
Karnataka Panchayat Raj (Conduct of Election) Rules, 1993, 1 declare
that:-

Name @ e

Address i

Sponsored by .........coo.oln (name of the recognised/political party) has
been duly elected to fill the vacancy caused in that Taluk?/Zilla Panchayat by
the

8ResigNation Of ......coiiiiiiiiii
9Death Of ...eeii e
10E]lection Of ....o.vviuiieiiiiiiiiiieea having been declared void

I1Seat of coovvivviiiiii Having become vacant/having been declared
vacant.

Place:

Date: Signature of the
Returning Officer:

Strike off the inappropriate alternative.

Appropriate particulars of the election to be inserted here.
Strike off the inappropriate alternative.

Appropriate particulars of the election to be inserted here.
Strike off the inappropriate alternative.

Strike off the inappropriate alternative.

Strike off the inappropriate alternative.

Score out the clause if not applicable.

Score out if inappropriate.

10. Score out the clause if not applicable.

11. Score out the clause if not applicable.

CRNOTAON =
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FORM 17
[See Rule 29(4)(a)/29(4)(b)]
Declaration of election when the seat is uncontested.

(For use in General Election to Grama Panchayat where the seat is
uncontested)

Election to thel ................... Grama Panchayat from the2.....................
Constituency/Constituency reserved for Scheduled Castes3/Scheduled
Tribes/Backward Classes/Women.

In pursuance of the provisions contained in Rule 29(4)(a)4 /29(4)(b) of the
Karnataka Panchayat Raj (Conduct of Election) Rules, 1993, I declare that:-

Name @

AdAress o

has been duly elected to fill the seat in that Grama Panchayat from the above
Constituency.

Signature
Returning Officer

Place:........... Name ....ccoovviiveeeenna..
Date:......ooo..e. Designation..........c.........
1. Appropriate particulars of the election to be inserted here.

2. Appropriate particulars of the election to be inserted here.

3. Strike off the inappropriate alternative.

4. Strike off the inappropriate alternative.
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FORM 18
[See Rule 29(4)(a)/29(4)(b)]

(For use in elections to Grama Panchayat to fill casual vacancy
when the seat is uncontested)

Election to thel........................ Grama Panchayat from the2.................... .
Constituency/Constituency reserved for the Scheduled Castes3/Scheduled
Tribes/Backward Classes/Women.

In pursuance of the provisions contained in Rule 29(4)(a)4/29(4)(b) of the
Karnataka Panchayat Raj (Conduct of Election) Rules, 1993, I declare that:-

has been duly elected to fill the vacancy caused in that Grama

Panchayat by
SRESIGNAtION OFf ..ttt e

L= 1D 1= o o o

TREIECION OF ottt e et has been declared void.

8Seat of .....ccoeeiiiiill. having become vacant?/having been declared vacant.

Place: .......cc....... Signature......................

Date: ... Returning Officer

Appropriate particulars of the election to be inserted here.
Appropriate particulars of the election to be inserted here.
Strike off the inappropriate alternative.

Strike off the inappropriate alternative.

Score out if inappropriate.

Score out if inappropriate.

Score out if inappropriate.

Score out if inappropriate.

Strike off the inappropriate alternative.

e R N
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FORM 19

[See Rule 41(1) & 41(2)]
Application for Election Duty Certificate

To
The Returning Officer

Lo Grama Panchayat Constituency
2 Taluk Panchayat Constituency
Bt Zilla Panchayat Constituency
Sir,
I intend to cast my vote at the ensuing election of member to the4............
Grama$/Taluk/Zilla Panchayat from theé ........................ Constituency.

I have been posted on election duty to a polling station other than
the one at which I am entitled to vote.

My name is entered at S1. No ............ in Part No ............. of the electoral roll

I request that a postal ballot paper/Election Duty Certificate in
Form No. 20 may be issued to enable me to vote at the polling station
where I may be on duty on the polling day. It may be sent to me at
the following address:-

Place: Yours faithfully

Date:

Appropriate particulars to be inserted here.
Appropriate particulars to be inserted here.
Appropriate particulars to be inserted here.
Appropriate particulars to be inserted here.
Strike off the inappropriate alternative.

Appropriate particulars to be inserted here.
Appropriate particulars to be inserted here.

Nogs®LL =
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FORM 20

[See Rule 41(2)(a)]
Election Duty Certificate

Certified that! ...................... S/0 e is an elector in the2
.................... Constituency, his electoral roll number being? .........that by
reason of his being on election duty, he is unable to vote at the polling station,
where he is entitled to vote and as such is hereby authorised to vote at any

polling station, he may be on duty on the date of poll.

Date: ..coooviiiiiii, Signature: ..................
Returning Officer

Seal

1. Appropriate particulars to be inserted here.
2. Appropriate particulars to be inserted here.
3. Appropriate particulars to be inserted here.
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FORM 21

[See Rule 45(1)(a)]
Declaration by Elector

Note: (This side is to be used only when the Elector signs the declaration
himself) Election to thel! ................... Grama?/Taluk/Zilla Panchayat

from the .............. Constituency.

I hereby declare that I am the elector to whom the postal ballot paper

bearing serial number................... has been issued at the above election.

Dater..ocoevenenenen. Signature of the Elector

Address:

Attestation of Signature

The above has been signed in my presence by ............... elector who is
personally known to me3/has been identified to my satisfaction

[0 72 (identifier) who is personally known to me.

Signature of the Attesting officer

Designation:
Address:
Signature of the
identifier if any
Address: Date:

1. Appropriate particulars of the election to be inserted here.
2. Strike off the inappropriate alternative.
3. Strike off the inappropriate alternative.



FORM 23
[See Rule 45(1)(c)]
Cover B
To be used at an election to the* ................... (Grama/Taluk/Zilla
Panchayat) from5S................. Constituency.
Cover 'B' Service Unpaid
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FORM 22
[See Rule 45(1)(b)]

Cover A

Cover ‘A’

not to be opened before counting

Constituency

Postal Ballot Paper
Serial number of ballot paper ..........cccooeeiiiiii...

Election to thel
Grama?/Taluk/Zilla Panchayat from the3 ................

(“Every  Officer under whose care or through whom

a postal ballot is sent shall ensure its delivery to
addressee without delay - Rule 45(3)’)

Election - Immediate
Postal Ballot Paper
Election to thes ................... Grama?/Taluk/Zilla
Panchayat from® ..................... Constituency.
Not to be opened before counting
To
9The Returning Officer

Signature of the
Sender

the

LN RON-

Appropriate particulars of the election to be inserted here.

Strike off the inappropriate alternative.

Appropriate particulars of the election to be inserted here.

Appropriate particulars of the election to be inserted here.

Returning Officer to insert here the appropriate particulars of the Constituency.
Appropriate particulars of the election to be inserted here.

Strike off the inappropriate alternative.

Appropriate particulars of the election to be inserted here.

Returning Officer to mention here the full address.
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FORM 24

[See Rule 45(1)(d)]
Instructions for the guidance of Electors

Election to thel .................. Grama Panchayat?/Taluk Panchayat/Zilla

Panchayat from ..................... Constituency.

The persons whose names are printed on the ballot paper sent herewith are

candidates at the above election. If you desire to vote you should record your vote

in accordance with the directions given in Part I below and then follow the

instructions detailed in Part II.

Part I - Directions to Electors

1. The number of members to be elected is .................

2. You haveonly ................ vote/votes

3. You must not vote for more than ............... candidates. If you do so your
ballot paper will be rejected .

4. Record the vote by placing clearly a mark opposite the name of the candidate
to whom you wish to give that vote.

5. The mark should be so placed as to indicate clearly and beyond doubt to
which candidate you are giving your vote. If the mark is so placed as to make
it doubtful to which candidate you have given the vote, that vote will be
invalid.

6. Do not put your signature or write any word or make any mark, sign or
writing whatsoever on the ballot paper other than the mark which you are
required to make thereon in accordance with paragraph 4.

1. Appropriate particulars of the election to be inserted here.

2. Strike off the inappropriate alternative.
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7. An elector shall obtain the attestation of his signature on the declaration in

Form 21 by a Magistrate or a Gazetted Officer or

(@)

(b)

(c)

(@) if he is a member of the armed forces of the Union, or of an armed
police force of the State but is serving outside that State, by such
officer as may be appointed in this behalf by the Commanding Officer
of the unit, ship or establishment in which the voter or her husband,
as the case may be, is employed,;

(b) if he is on election duty, by any Gazetted Officer or by the Presiding
Officer of the polling station in which he is on election duty;

(c) if he holds an office declared to be an office to which the provisions of
sub-section (4) of Section 20 of the Representation of the People Act,
1950 apply by an officer not below the rank of a Deputy Secretary to
Government; and

(d) if he is under preventive detention, by the Superintendent of the Jail
or the Commandant of the Detention camp in which he is under
detention.

Part II - Instructions for Electors

After you have recorded your vote on the ballot, place the ballot paper in
the smaller cover marked sent herewith. Close the cover and secure it by
seal or otherwise.

You have then to sign the declaration in Form 21 also sent herewith in the
presence of a Magistrate or any other officer competent to attest your
signature (see direction 7 above).

Take the declaration to any such officer and sign it in his presence after
he has been satisfied about your identity. The officer will attest your
signature and return the declaration to you. You must not show your

ballot paper to the attesting officer nor tell him how you have voted.

If you are unable to mark the ballot paper and sign the declaration
yourself in the manner indicated above by reason of illiteracy, blindness
or other infirmity you are entitled to have your vote marked and the
declaration signed on your behalf by any officer referred to in item (b).
Such an officer will at your request mark the ballot paper in your
presence and in accordance with your wishes. He will also complete the

necessary certificate in this behalf.
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(d) After your declaration has been signed and your signature has been
attested, in accordance with item (b) or item (c) place the declaration in
Form 21 as also the smaller cover marked 'A' containing the ballot paper,
in the larger cover marked 'B'. After closing the larger cover, send it to
the returning officer by post or by messenger. You have to give your full
signature in the space provided on the cover marked 'B'. No postage

stamp need be affixed by you.

() You must ensure that the cover reaches the returning officer

beforel................ ON.cevinnninnnnn.. 2,
(f) Please note that

(i) if you fail to get your declaration attested or certified in the manner

indicated above, your ballot paper will be rejected; and

(ii) if the cover reaches the returning officer after ........... 3 on the ............
your vote will not be counted.

1. Here specify the hour and the date fixed for the commencement of the counting of votes
2. Appropriate particulars of the election to be inserted here.
3. Here specify the hour and the date fixed for the commencement of the counting of votes.
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FORM 25

[See Rule 51(2)(c)]
List of challenged votes

................................. Constituency.
Polling station number and name of the polling station: ........ .

Grama/Taluk/Zilla Panchayat from thes

Serial No. and| Elector's [Signature or thumb
S1. No. | Name of R . .
of Entry| Elector part No. of |name in that| impression of the
Elector part person challenged
1 2 3 4 5
Address of | Name of Order of Signature of
. Name of the . qe challenger on
the person | Identifier, Presiding . .
. Challenger receiving refund
challenged if any Officer .
of deposit
6 7 8 9 10
Place: Signature of the Presiding Officer
Date:
FORM 26
[See Rule 55(2)]
List of blind and infirm voters
Election to the* ................ Grama5/Taluk/Zilla Panchayat
theé ................ Constituency.
Number and Name of Polling Station: ....................
Part n.umber Full name Full name Address of .
& Serial No. of . Signature
of Elector . companion
of Elector companion
1 2 3 4 5

Date:

Signature of the Presiding Officer

carLbe

Appropriate particulars of the election to be inserted here.
Strike off the inappropriate alternative
Appropriate particulars of the election to be inserted here
Appropriate particulars of the election to be inserted here
Strike off the inappropriate alternative
Appropriate particulars of the election to be inserted here.

from
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FORM 27

[See Rule 56(2)]
List of tendered votes

Election to thel........................

................ Constituency.

Grama?/Taluk/Zilla Panchayat from the3

Number and Name of Polling Station: ....................

Part number & . Serial Number | Signature or
. Serial number | of Ballot Paper thumb
Serial number Address . . .
of Tendered issued to the impression of
and name of |of Elector
Elector Ballot Paper |person who has person
already voted | tendering vote
1 2 3 4 5

Date:

No. and Name of the Polling Station

Election to the member of

Signature of the Presiding Officer

4[FORM 27-A(EVM)
[See Rule 100]

List of tendered votes

.................. Constituency

Part No. of Electoral roll.....................

Grama/Taluk/Zilla Panchayat from

S1. No. in Register
S1. Name of S1.No. of of voters (Form38) Signature/Thumb
lector in f ho has impression of
No. elector e of persons who I P
electoral roll already voted in elector
place of elector

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
etc.
Date: ..............

Signature of the Presiding Officer.

1. Appropriate particulars of the election to be inserted here.
2. Strike off the inappropriate alternative.
3. Appropriate particulars of the election to be inserted here.
4. Form 27-A inserted by Notification No. RDP 180 ZPS 2010, dated 16-11-2010, w.e.f.

1

8-11-2010
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FORM 28
[See Rule 59(1)]
Part I : Ballot Paper Account
Election to thel! .............ccoooeeni. Grama?/Taluk/Panchayat from the3
..................... Constituency .

Number and Name of Polling Station.......................

Sl.No. Total
From To
1. Ballot Paper received
2. Ballot Papers (not issued to voters ):-
(a) with the signature of Presiding Officer

(b) without the signature of Presiding Officer

Total (A+D) ..

3. Ballot Papers used at the Polling Station (1-2=3)

4. Ballot Paper used at the Polling Station but not inserted into
the Ballot Box

(a) Ballot Papers cancelled for violation of voting procedure under Rule
51

(b) Ballot Papers cancelled for other reasons

(c) Ballot Papers used as tendered Ballot Papers
Total (A+D+C) .

S. Ballot Paper  who found in the Ballot Box (3-4=9)
(Serial numbers need not be given)

Date: Signature of the Presiding Officer

1.Appropriate particulars of the election to be inserted here.
2.Strike off the inappropriate alternative.

3.Appropriate particulars of the election to be inserted here.



Place:

Date:

Place:

Date:
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Part II - Result of counting

I Name of Candidate Number of valid votes cast

Etc.

II Rejected Ballot Paper

II1 Total

Whether the total number of ballot papers shown in Item No. III tallies
with the total shown against Item No.5 of Part I or any discrepancy
noticed between these two totals.

Signature of the Counting
Supervisor

Signature of the
Returning Officer
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I[FORM 28-A
[See Rule 69(8)]

Part I : Ballot Paper Account

Election to the2 ...t Gramas3/Taluk/ Zilla
Panchayat from the% ..................oo.. Constituency.

Serial Nos. Total
From To
1. Ballot paper received

2. Ballot papers (not issued to voters ):-

(a) With the signature of presiding officer

(b) Without the signature of presiding officer

Total (a + b) ....

3. Ballot papers used at the polling station

(1-2=3)....
4. Ballot paper used at the polling station
but not inserted into the Ballot Box
(a) Ballot papers cancelled for violation
of voting procedure under Rule 51
(b) Ballot papers cancelled for other reasons

(c) Ballot papers used as tendered Ballot papers . . . .

Total (@ +b +c) ...

Form 28-A inserted by Notification dated 7-3-1995.
Appropriate particulars of the election to be inserted here.
Strike off the inappropriate alternative.

Appropriate particulars of the election to be inserted here.

HOb =
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Date:

85
Ballot papers to be found in the Ballot Box

(3 -4 +5)

(Serial numbers need not be given)

Signature of Presiding Officer

Date:

Part II : Result of Initial Counting

Total number of Ballot papers found in the Ballot Box/Boxes
used at the polling station: .....

Discrepancy, if any, between the total number as shown
against from 1 of this part and the total number of Ballot
papers to be found in the Ballot Box/Boxes shown in item
S of Part I of Ballot paper account. . . .

Signature of Counting Supervisor

Signature of the Returning Officer
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I[FORM 28-B(EVM)
[See Rules 103 and 106]

PART I
ACCOUNT OF VOTES RECORDED

Election to the member of .......... Grama/Taluk/Zilla Panchayat from
....................... Constituency

No. and Name of Polling Station ...................
Identification No. of Voting Control Unit.....................
Identification No. of Voting Ballot Unit ............. .
Machine used at the Polling Station Balloting Unit.-

1. Total No. of electors assigned to the Polling Station

2. Total No. of voters as entered in the Register for Voters
(Form 38)

No. of voters deciding not to record votes under Rule 99.
No. of voters not allowed to vote under Rule 97.

Total No. of votes recorded as per the voting machine.

o AW

Whether the total No. of votes as shown against Item 5 tallies with the
Total No. of voters as shown against Item 2 minus Nos. of voters
deciding not to record votes as against Item 3 minus No. of voters as
against 4 (2-3-4) or any discrepancy noticed.

7. No. of voters to whom tendered ballot papers were issued under Rule
100.

8. No. of tendered ballot papers.-

(a) received for use

(b) issued to electors

(c) not used and returned

1. Form 28-B inserted by Notification No. RDP 180 ZPS 2010, dated 16-11-2010, w.e.f.
18-11-2010
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9. Account of paper seals

From To Signature of polling agents

1. S1. No.'s of paper seals supplied

From To 3
2. Total numbers supplied e
3. Number of paper seals used B e

4. Number of unused paper seals

Returned to Returning Officer Ao
S. Serial number of damaged paper sealif any S. ...t
Date: ............. Signature of the Presiding Officer

Place:......... Polling Station No...................
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PART II

RESULT OF COUNTING

S1. No. Name of Candidate No. of votes recorded
1.
2.
3.
NOTA
Total

Whether the total numbers of votes shown above tallies with the total
number of votes shown against item S of Part I or any discrepancy noticed
between the two totals.

Signature of the Counting Supervisor

Name of candidate/election agent/counting agent Full signature

® No g s wdhdE

Date: ...ooooeivviiiii... Signature of the returning officer.]
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FORM 29

[See Rule 63(2)]
Appointment of Counting Agent

Election to thel ............... the Grama?/Taluk/Zilla Panchayat from thes3
...................... Constituency.

I a candidate4/the Election agent of ..............................
who 1is a candidate at the above election, do hereby appoint the
following persons as myS5/his counting agents to attend the counting
of votes at .

Name of the Counting Agent Address of the Counting Agent

etc.

Signature of the Candidateé/
Election Agent.

We agree to act as such Counting Agents.

etc.

Place:

Date: Signature of the Counting Agent

. Appropriate particulars of the election to be inserted here.
. Strike off the inappropriate alternative.

. Appropriate particulars of the election to be inserted here.
. Strike off the inappropriate alternative.

. Strike off the inappropriate alternative.

U AW N

. Strike off the inappropriate alternative.
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Declaration of the Counting Agents

(To be signed before the Returning Officer)

We hereby declare that at the above Election we will not do anything
forbidden by Section 291! of the Karnataka Panchayat Raj Act, 1993 which we
have read2/has been read over to us.

1.

2.

3.

etc.

Date: Signature of the Counting Agents
Signed before me

Date: Signature of the Returning Officer

1. Section 29 of the Karnataka Panchayat Raj Act, 1993; Maintenance of secrecy of voting: (1)
Every officer, clerk, agent or other person who performs any duty in connection with the
recording or counting of votes at any election under this Act shall maintain and aid in
maintaining the secrecy of voting and shall not (except for some purpose authorised by or
under any law) communicate to any person any information calculated to violate such
secrecy,

(2) Any person who contravenes the provision of sub-section (1) shall on
conviction be punished with imprisonment for a term which may extend to three months
or with fine or with both.

2. Strike off the inappropriate alternative.
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FORM 30
[See Rule 63(4)]

Revocation of the appointment for Counting Agent

Election to thel ................. Grama?/Taluk/Zilla Panchayat from thes3
...................... Constituency.

The Returning Officer

| P a candidatet/the Election Agent ...............ccooeini. of
.................... who is a candidate at the above election hereby revoke the
appointment of ...................... My5/his counting Agent.

Place:

Date: Signature of the Candidate®/
Election Agent

. Appropriate particulars of the election to be inserted here.
. Strike off the inappropriate alternative.
. Appropriate particulars of the election to be inserted here.
. Strike off the inappropriate alternative.
. Strike off the inappropriate alternative.
. Strike off the inappropriate alternative.

U~ WN
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FORM 31
[See Rule 67(11)]

Final result sheet

(To be used for recording the result of voting at Polling Stations)

Election tol! ...l Grama2 |/ Taluk / Zilla Panchayat
from.....ccoooiiiiil. Constituency.
No valid votes cast Total No
i Total No. of ’
Serial of Polling in favour of |01 of yatiq| NO- of | TotatRo.o of
. candidates rejected valid and
Station No. votes . tendered
votes  [rejected votes
ABCD votes
1.
2.
3.
etc.

Total No. of votes recorded at Polling Stations

No. of votes recorded on Postal Ballot Papers

Total votes polled

Place:

Date: Returning Officer

1. Appropriate particulars of the election to be inserted here.
2. Strike off the inappropriate alternative.



93

1[FORM 31-A(EVM)

[See Rule 111]

FINAL RESULT SHEET

(To be used for recording the result of voting at polling stations other
than notified polling stations)

Election to the member of ................

from...........ooll. Constituency
Name of the Constituency:

Total Number of electors in Constituency

Grama/Taluk/Zilla Panchayat

Sl;)i\lo. No. of valid votes cast Total of | No. of Votes Polled Total No. of
in favour of : : otes rolle
Polling valid | rejected for NOTA Tendered
. Votes votes Votes
Station
A B C

(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

TOTAL No. of votes recorded at Polling Stations.

No. of votes recorded on postal ballot papers.
(To be filled in the case of election from a Constituency)

TOTAL votes polled.

Returning Officer]|

1.Form 31-A(EVM) inserted by Notification No. RDP 180 ZPS 2010, dated 16-11-2010, w.e.f

18-11-2010
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I[FORM 31-A
[See Rule 69(8)]

(To be used for recording the result of voting at polling stations in
Constituencies where procedure of mixing of Ballot papers is adopted)

Election to the ........................ Grama/Taluk/Zilla Panchayat from
........................ Constituency.

Polling Station Number Total votes found in the Ballot No. of tendered votes
Box/Boxes

(1)
(2)
(3)
“4)
(5)
and
o)
on

Total

Total Number of Candidates valid votes No. of .
Valid and

rejected votes
Total

valid votes recorded for Valid rejected
candidates and of rejected votes Total Ballot
Ballot papers A|B|C|D|E|F |G papers

1st round
2nd round
3rd round
4th round S U A IR VU N _ _ _
and so on

Total number of

valid votes

recorded on postal Ballot
papers for candidates and of
rejected postal S I (U ISR IR IO _ _ _
Ballot papers .....

Grand Total

Place:

Date: Returning Officer

1. Form 31-A inserted by Notification dated 7-3-1995.
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FORM 32
[See Rule 74(i) (a)]

Declaration of the result under Rule 74(i)(a) of the Karnataka
Panchayat Raj (Conduct of Election) Rules, 1993

(For use in General Election to Taluk/Zilla Panchayat when
seat is contested)

Election to thel ............ccoooeuee.. Taluk?/Zilla Panchayat from the3 ..........
Constituency/Constituency reserved for Scheduled Castes* / Scheduled
Tribes/Backward Classes/Women.

In the pursuance of the provisions contained in Rule 74(i)(a) of the Karnataka
Panchayat Raj (Conduct of Election) Rules, 1993, I declare that

Sponsored byS .......cooiiiiiiiiiinen.. (name of the recognized/registered Political
Party) has been duly elected to fill the seat in the said Taluké/Zilla Panchayat from the
above Constituency.

Place:

Date: Returning Officer

Appropriate particulars of the election to be inserted here.
Strike off the inappropriate alternative.
Appropriate particulars of the election to be inserted here.
Strike off the inappropriate alternative.
Appropriate particulars of the election to be inserted here.
Strike off the inappropriate alternative.

ook L



96

FORM 33
[See Rule 74(i) (a)]

Declaration of the result of Election under Rule 74(i)(a) of the Karnataka
Panchayat Raj (Conduct of Election) Rules, 1993

(For use in Election to Taluk/Zilla Panchayat to fill casual vacancy when
seat is contested)

Election to thel ................o..... Taluk?/Zilla Panchayat from the3 ..........
Constituency/Constituency reserved for Scheduled Castes*/ Scheduled
Tribes/Backward Classes/Women.

In the pursuance of the provisions contained in Rule 74(i)(a) of the Karnataka
Panchayat Raj (Conduct of Election) Rules, 1993, I declare that

....................................................... (Address)

Sponsored DY ....ocoeviiiiiiiiiiininan... (name of the recognized/registered Political
Party) has been duly elected to fill the vacancy caused in the Taluks/Zilla Panchayat
by the above Constituency.

6Resignation of ...
TDeath Of ..o
8Election Of «ouvviiiiiiiiii i have been declared void

9Seatof ...l Having becomel?/having been declared vacant.

Appropriate particulars of the election to be inserted here.
Strike off the inappropriate alternative.

Appropriate particulars of the election to be inserted here.
Strike off the inappropriate alternative.

Strike off the inappropriate alternative.

Score out if inappropriate.

Score out if inappropriate.

Score out if inappropriate.

. Score out if inappropriate.

0. Strike off the inappropriate alternative.

HEO XN G R LN
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FORM 34
[See Rule 74(ii)]

Declaration of the result of Election under Rule 74(ii) of the
Karnataka Panchayat Raj (Conduct of Election) Rules, 1993

(For use in General Election to Grama Panchayat when seat is contested)

Election to thel! .................. Grama Panchayat for thez ................
Constituency/Constituency reserved for Scheduled Castes3/Scheduled
Tribes/Backward Classes/Women.

In pursuance of the provisions contained in Rule 74 (ii) of the Karnataka
Panchayath Raj (Conduct of Election) Rules, 1993, I declare that

....................................................... (Address)

has been duly elected to fill the seat in the said Grama Panchayat for the
above constituency.

Place: .......coeevvenine. Signature of the Returning Officer
Date: .cooovevvveeeaa e (Name)
...................... (Designation)

1. Appropriate particulars of the election to be inserted here.
2. Appropriate particulars of the election to be inserted here.
3. Strike off the inappropriate alternative.
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FORM 35
[See Rule 74(ii)]

Declaration of the result of election under Rule 74(ii) of the
Karnataka Panchayat Raj (Conduct of Election) Rules, 1993

(For use in election to Grama Panchayat to fill casual vacancy when
seat is contested)

Election to thel .............. Grama Panchayat from the2 ...................
Constituency /Constituency reserved for Scheduled Castes3/Scheduled
Tribes/Backward Classes/Women.

In pursuance of the provisions contained in Rule 74 (ii) of the
Kamataka Panchayat Raj (Conduct of Election) Rules, 1993,

I declare that

has been duly elected to fill the vacancy caused in Grama Panchayat by the

4Resignation of

SDeath of ..o

6Election of .........coooeiiiint have been declared void

TSeat of ....c.cevviiiinini. Having declared8/having been declared vacant.
Place:................ Signature of Returning Officer
Date: e (Name)

. Appropriate particulars of the election to be inserted here.
. Appropriate particulars of the election to be inserted here.
. Strike off the inappropriate alternative.

. Score out if inappropriate.

. Score out if inappropriate

. Score out if inappropriate.

. Score out if not applicable.

0 N O U~ WN

. Strike off the inappropriate alternative.
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FORM 36
[See Rule 74 (c)]

Return of Election

Election to thel .............. Grama?/Taluk/Zilla Panchayat from thes3
................... Constituency/Constituency reserved for Scheduled Castes4/

Scheduled Tribes/Backward Classes/Women.

Return of Election

Serial Name of Partys Number of valid
Number Candidate Affiliation votes polled

Total number of electors
Total number of valid votes polled
Votes Polled for 'NOTA' e,
Total number of rejected votes

Total number of tendered votes

I declare that ...cccovvviiiiiiiiiiiiiiien.n. Name Of .ovviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiai,

Address has been duly elected to fill the seat.

Place: Returning Officer
Date:

(State Emblem)

. Appropriate particulars of the election to be inserted here.

. Strike off the inappropriate alternative.

. Appropriate particulars of the election to be inserted here.

. Strike off the inappropriate alternative.

. Not applicable in the case of elections to Grama Panchayat.

ua b WD~
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FORM 37
(See Rule 75)
Certificate of Election

I, Returning Officer for thel ...................c..... Grama? /Taluk/Zilla
Panchayat Constituency, hereby certify that I have on the........................ ... day
of........... 19 declare Shri/Smt.....cccoviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinnnnn, 3Sponsored by

..................... recognised#4/registered political party to have been duly elected by
the said Constituency to be member of the ...
Grama$/Taluk/Zilla Panchayat and that in token thereof I have granted to him

this certificate of Election.

Place: Returning Officer

Date: Seal.

Appropriate particulars of the election to be inserted here.
Strike off the inappropriate alternative.

Score out if not applicable.

Strike off the inappropriate alternative.

Strike off the inappropriate alternative.

R
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1[FORM 38
[See Rule 96]
Register of voters

Election to the member of .......ccooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiian.. Grama /Taluk/Zilla
Panchayat from....................... Constituency. Constituency No. and Name of
Polling station.............c..coo.e.e. Part No. of Electoral Roll .....................

S1. No. of elector .
S1.No. in the electoral _Slgnatqre/ Thumb Remarks
roll impression of elector
1.
2.
3.
4.
etc.
Date: Signature of the Presiding Officer

1. Form 31-A(EVM) inserted by Notification No. RDP 180 ZPS 2010, dated 16-11-2010, w.e.f,
18-11-2010
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THE KARNATAKA PANCHAYAT RAJ (CONDUCT OF ELECTION)
(AMENDMENT) RULES

ITHE KARNATAKA PANCHAYAT RAJ (CONDUCT OF ELECTION)
(AMENDMENT) RULES, 1994

Whereas the draft of the Karnataka Panchayat Raj (Conduct of elections)
(Amendment) Rules, 1994 to amend the Karnataka Panchayat Raj (Conduct of
Election) Rules, 1993 was published as required by sub-section (1) of Section 311
of the Karnataka Panchayat Raj Act, 1993 (Karnataka Act 14 of 1993), in
Notification No. RDP 200 ZPS 94, dated 19th February, 1994 in Part IV, Section
2(C)(i) of Karnataka Gazette, Extraordinary, inviting objections and suggestions
from all persons likely to be affected thereby within thirty days from the date of
publication of the draft in the Official Gazette.

And, whereas, the said Gazette was made available to the public on
21-2-1994.

And, whereas, no objections or suggestions have been received in respect
of the said draft by the State Government.

Now, therefore, in exercise of the powers conferred by section (1) of
Section 311 of Karnataka Panchayat Raj Act, 1993 the Government of Karnataka,
makes the following rules:-

1. Short Title and commencement.- () These Rules may be called the
Karnataka Panchayat Raj (Conduct of Election) (Amendment) Rules, 1994.
(2) They shall come into force on the date of their publication in the Official
Gazette.

2. Amendment of Rule 22.- In Rule 22 of the Karnataka Panchayat Raj
(Conduct of Election) Rules, 1993.-

(i) in sub-rule (3), the following proviso and explanation shall be inserted,
namely.-

"Provided that in the case of a candidate set up by an unrecognised
political party in the election shall be allotted the free symbol chosen by
such candidate and no one else and in case candidate set up by two or
more unrecognised political parties choose the same free symbol, the
Returning Officer shall decide by lot to which of those candidates set up
by such unrecognised political parties that free symbol shall be allotted
and allot that free symbol to the candidate to whom the lot falls and to
no one else. The remaining free symbols shall be allotted to other
candidates.

Explanation.- For the purpose of this rule, the expression
"unrecognized political party" means a political party registered as a

1. Published in the Karnataka Gazette, Extraordinary, dated 23-3-1994, vide Notification No. RDP
200 ZPS 94, dated 23-3-1994.
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party in the State of Karnataka under the Election Symbols (Reservation
and Allotment) Order, 1968 and which is not a recognised political
party within the meaning of the said order.”

(ii)) in sub-rule (4), after the words "free symbol" the words "other than the
one chosen by a candidate set up by unrecognised political party" shall
be inserted;

(iii) in sub-rule (5), after the words" same free symbol" the words" other
than the one chosen by a candidate set up by any unrecognised
political party" shall be inserted.

ITHE KARNATAKA PANCHAYAT RAJ (CONDUCT OF ELECTION)
(AMENDMENT) RULES, 1995

Whereas the draft of the Karnataka Panchayat Raj (Conduct of Election)
(Amendment) Rules, 1995 to amend the Karnataka Panchayat Raj (Conduct of
Election) Rules, 1993 was published as required by sub-section (1) of
Section 311 of the Karnataka Panchayat Raj Act, 1993 (Karnataka Act 14 of
1993), in Notification No. RDP 200 ZPS 94, dated 13th February, 1995 in
Part IV, Section 2(C)(i) of Karnataka Gazette, Extraordinary, inviting objections
and suggestions from all persons likely to be affected thereby within seven days
from the date of publication of the draft in the Official Gazette.

And, whereas, the said Gazette was made available to the public on 13th
February, 1995.

And, whereas, no objections or suggestions have been received in respect
of the said draft by the State Government.

Now, therefore, in exercise of the powers conferred by Section (1) of
Section 311 of Karnataka Panchayat Raj Act, 1993 the Government of
Karnataka, makes the following rules:

1. Short Title and Commencement.- (1) These Rules may be called the
Karnataka Panchayat Raj (Conduct of Election) (Amendment) Rules, 1995.

(2) They shall come into force on date of their publication in the Official
Gazette.

2. Amendment of Rule 22.- In Rule 22 of the Karnataka Panchayat Raj
(Conduct of Election) Rules, 1993, in the explanation, in clause (c) for the words
"President of the Party's unit at the State Level" the words "President or
Secretary of the Party's unit at the State Level or any other office bearer of such
unit who is empowered by it" shall be substituted.

1.Published in the Karnataka Gazette, Extraordinary, dated 20-2-1995 vide Notification No. RDP
200 ZPS 94, dated 20-2-1995.
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ITHE KARNATAKA PANCHAYAT RAJ (CONDUCT OF ELECTION) (SECOND
AMENDMENT) RULES, 1995

Whereas the draft of the Karnataka Panchayat Raj (Conduct of Elections)
(Second Amendment) Rules, 1995 further to amend the Karnataka Panchayat Raj
(Conduct of Election) Rules, 1993 was published as required by sub-section (1) of
Section 311 of Karnataka Panchayat Raj Act, 1993 (Karnataka Act 14 of 1993) in
Notification No. RDP 200 ZPS 94, dated 25th February, 1995 in Part IV, Section
2(C)(i) of Karnataka Gazette, Extraordinary, inviting objections and suggestions
from all persons likely to be affected thereby with in seven days from the date of
publication of the draft in the Official Gazette.

And, whereas, the said Gazette was made available to the public on 25th
February, 1995.

And, whereas, no objections or suggestions have been received in respect of
the said draft by the State Government.

Now, therefore, in exercise of the powers conferred by sub-section (1) of
Section 311 of Karnataka Panchayat Raj Act, 1993 the Government of Karnataka,
makes the following rules.-

1. Short Title and commencement.- (1) These Rules may be called the
Karnataka Panchayat Raj (Conduct of Election) (Second Amendment) Rules,
1995.

(2) They shall come into force on the date of their publication in the Official
Gazette.

2. Amendment of Rule 69.- In Rule 69 of the Karnataka Panchayat Raj
(Conduct of Election) Rules, 1993 (hereinafter referred to as said rules) after
sub-rule (7), the following shall be inserted, namely.-

"(8) Where then State Election Commission given any general or special
direction order sub-rule (1) to mix the ballot papers before commencing
the counting of ballot papers, the Returning Officer shall, in lieu of
Forms 28 and 31, use Forms 28-A and 31-A respectively."

3. Insertion of new Form 28-A.- After Form 28 of the said rules, the
following form shall be inserted, namely.-

I[FORM 28-A
[See Rule 69(8)]

Part I : Ballot Paper Account

Election to the * ... Grama ** /Taluk/
Zilla Panchayat from the * ..............c..ol. Constituency.

1. Published in the Karnataka Gazette, dated 7-3-1995 vide Notification No. RDP 200 ZPS 94,
dated 7-3-1995.
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Number and Name of Polling station............c............

Serial Nos. Total

From To

1. Ballot paper received

Date:

Date:

. Ballot papers (not issued to voters ):-

(a) With the signature of presiding officer
(b) Without the signature of presiding officer
Total (a + b) ....

. Ballot papers used at the polling station

(1 -2=3)....
Ballot paper used at the polling station
but not inserted into the Ballot Box
(b) Ballot papers cancelled for violation
of voting procedure under Rule 51
(b) Ballot papers cancelled for other reasons

(c) Ballot papers used as tendered Ballot papers . . . .

Total @+ b +c) ...

Ballot papers to be found in the Ballot Box
B3-4+59)

(Serial numbers need not be given)

Signature of Presiding Officer

Part II : Result of Initial Counting

. Total number of Ballot papers found in the Ballot Box/Boxes used at the polling

station: .....

. Discrepancy, if any, Dbetween the total number as  shown

against item 1 of this part and the total number of Ballot papers to be found in
the Ballot Box/Boxes shown in item 5 of Part I of Ballot paper account ........

Signature of counting Supervisor

Signature of the Returning Officer.]
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4. Insertion of new Form 31-A.- After Form 31 of the said rules, the
following form shall be inserted, namely.-

I[FORM 31-A
[See Rule 69(8)]
(To be used for recording the result of voting at polling stations in
Constituencies where procedure of mixing of Ballot papers is adopted)

Election to the ...............o...... Grama/Taluk/Zilla Panchayat from
........................ Constituency.

. . Total votes found in the
Polling Station Number Ballot Box/Boxes No. of tendered votes

(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)
and
o)
on

Total

. . No. of
Total Number of valid votes [Candidates valid votes | Valid cted Valid and
rejecte
recorded for candidates and votes ]; ot rejected votes
allo
of rejected Ballot papers A|B|C|D|E|F |G| Total Total
papers

1st round == =]=]=|= — _ _
Pnd round

Brd round

Ath round

and so on

Total number of

valid votes recorded on postal
Ballot papers for candidates |—|—|—|—|—|—|— — - -
and of rejected postal Ballot

papers .....

Grand Total

Place:

Date: Returning Officer."



107

'Tmreig oo T (HMIRBOLE, IEWLR) (SHIR) dchbR:, 1998
BTOFIB TWOWOONT 0oz WHRAONV, 1993 (19938 3TJoredd ©QION  14), [T 31T evm-
TFSe  (1)TY @ﬁ%&’@%dmoé 19938 30FwT TOwWODT T (DTOIBODI), IFWN)  (SHIR)
QORI 19988 FOE, WHARWS B0 MWT 131 T 96, OIV0S: 17.11998T BT FToFess DI
muswgw won 4, ﬁi&f 2-3()3Q Qz03: 17.1.199830% T, & DRV PHITIMOB  BOLIBITH
BINOOT 30 OTANARTTON SFETH T FOTBRCRY, STAA TFLRADPYTOOT;
B OFR0E: 17.1.199800H RO mzssajgsmol TOWFWABON @z;gmmwoé RIOBTVF)TOOT;
1 19930 BToFes FTOLVONT ToeF WHRIODT (IToredd WHRIODRD 19938 14)3 FJgdes 31189
BESOT ©HTVTEI, BOONR, II9FLT FTFTRY 35 FYTOB JOPTONYD), TWRIT, H0T3.~
L 2T Py TwEoRg- (1) 38 I0NDAYI, FTFLE TOWODT TozF (HTOTBODY, IEWT)
(SHJ/R) doHLAR, 1998 20T FTONIF,
(2) O T FTFTY) TTFO TORTIITY TFLIAT DTI0BOOT OR WIBIT),
2. 158¢ JOPTHT SHIR.—~ 19930 ITorwdd TOWRONT TozF (WIWB|HRONT, IWROT) ONTNRW,
153¢ QoDTNT (1)Fe evT-DONTT.~
() Q7 DoBBY “2TH [RT DB BB “2OmD IRT AT SNS IANG IR
DFTTN 0T IR D) “RTE T DB 20T BIERCBITIT; B
(i) 2”7 DOFTY “2.00 JAW” P VIR ST TERY TR WFREN DT
JRW” HF) 2.0 SR DOW BECIRCBIZZ,

"3z Iowmens® oozt (a&md%o&asﬁ SBDHR) (écﬁgﬁ@) Qadshngh, 1998

19938  BJ0FWT  TOWOONT o 9RAORDT (19938 BII0FWT RICRI 14)
Teoee 3118 wuB-TFTee (1) @rﬂ%@@%dﬁoé BIVFWE TOWORT  ToF  (WIWB/BORT,  IWROF)
(éd%aj@) QORIONL, 19983 %ddﬁ)‘% CIANOLA TS 50935: T 324 BB 97, Q0T 23.1.19980 ez
BOFWB QIR TowTIB N 4, AT 2-2(1)BY Hm00s: 28.1.1998T0TH TFLATY, © WRVF WRHBTIND
ROPBRNT FFRYOT 30 DTANCRIN STETT I, FOTNY, BTYIX TFLBATZYTOOT;

B OFR0F: 28.1.199880TH B3O cméasgsma TOWFWABONR @ajémmwoé RIORDF)TOOT;

B FTO FTRR FOLORATOZ ooz ﬁa;d% ANDT WBHO3RER SF)TIE @ﬁew% OTEO AOJND
LOTTe QB)TOOT 5

BN 19930 FJore3d TOWONT To2F WHAONTD (FJoF s ©WHICNT 19938 14)3 TFTo  311Se
TFOTROON LBRT ATWO WRICRIT TFoansd 130, 271, 170, 165, 181 S0, 53 JHBIHT ©HTTHI),
BEROWR, TRFEIT AToF Ty B3 TYTOT DODIATI, TWRZT, 0TV~

1 2D DBy, TW/PoR.—~ (1) 35 JoDTVAYD, ITereF Joweohs® TNF  (HTTFBODR, TBB)
(STHJ/R) DDA, 1998 20T FTONIF,

(2) o) RFPFOT PRTIHY TFwT DIV0FHOT OR WITZTY;

2. 228 AOHIT SBTR.~ ITFWT TOWOODT ToeF (ADTOTHODTY, IEAET) DOPTVNW, 19933
QoW 228 HOT-JONT  (5)T BRONYOD DTJTHODYOH  DOR (RV)ONY  “TOTTTTR,  L0BRTDIRNT”
DOV TTNYR WTLRN “TORTERTH, AQWT” D0 TTNYW, BECIRRTITI,

1. QTJ00%: 23.3.19983 3Toredd JeR Uozséwg won-4, ﬂiaf 2—%)(i)dg2 TILROL OTRBEI 50335: mET 131 TE 96, HJVO03:
23.3.1998.

2. ©P903: 4.4.19988 3prwd Q3R ConTY on-4, AT 2-a(i)BY TBesROL WORRWS Rosd: mowT 324 wBE 97, HTW0E:
4.4.1998.



108

'THE KARNATAKA PANCHAYAT RAJ (CONDUCT OF ELECTION)
(AMENDMENT) RULES, 1998

Whereas, the draft of the Karnataka Panchayat Raj (Conduct of Election)
(Amendment) Rules, 1998 was published in Notification No. RDP 127 ZPS 98,
dated 19-8-1998 in the Part IV, Section 2-C(i) of the Kamataka Gazette,
Extraordinary, dated 21-8-1998 as required by sub-section (1) of Section 311 of
Karnataka Panchayat Raj Act, 1993 (Karnataka Act 14 of 1993) inviting
objections and suggestions to the said draft from persons likely to be affected
thereby within 30 days of its publication in the Official Gazette.

And whereas, the said Gazette was made available to public on 21-8-1998.
And where no objections or suggestions have been received by the State
Government in respect of the said draft.

Now therefore, in exercise of the powers conferred by sub-sections (1) to (4)
of Section 5 and sub-sections (1) to (3) of Section 123 and Section 162 of the
Karnataka Panchayat Raj Act, 1993 (Kamataka Act 14 of 1993) read with Section
311 of the said Act, the Government of Karnataka hereby makes the following
Rules, namely.-

1. Title and commencement.- (I) These rules may be called the Kamataka
Panchayat Raj (Conduct of Election) (Amendment) Rules, 1998.

(2) They shall come into force from the date of their publication in the
Official Gazette.

2. Amendment of Rule 14.- In Rule 14 of the Karnataka Panchayat Raj
(Conduct of Election) Rules, 1998, in sub-rule (I), for the words “the
constituency"”, the words "the Grama Panchayat" shall be substituted.

2THE KARNATAKA PANCHAYAT RAJ (CONDUCT OF ELECTION)
(AMENDMENT) RULES, 1998

Whereas, the draft of the Karnataka Panchayat Raj (Conduct of Election)
(Amendment) Rules, 1998 was published in Notification No. RDP 113 ZPS 98
in the Part IV, Section 2-C(ii) of the Karnataka Gazette Extraordinary dated
2-11-1998 as required by sub-section (1) of Section 311 of Kamataka Panchayat
Raj Act, 1993 (Karnataka Act 14 of 1993) inviting objections and suggestions to
the said draft from persons likely to be affected thereby within 10 days of its
publication in the Official Gazette.

And whereas, the said Gazette was made available to the public on
2-11-1998.

1. Published in the Karnataka Gazette, Extraordinary, dated 26-10-1998, vide Notification No.
RDP 127 ZPS 98, dated 23-10-1998

2. Published in the Karnataka Gazette, Extraordinary, dated 20-11-1998 vide Notification No.
RDP 113 ZPS 98, dated 20-11-1998
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And whereas, no objections or suggestions have been received by the State
Government in respect of the said draft.

Now therefore, in exercise of the powers conferred by sub-section (3) of
Section 10 and Section 126 of the Karnataka Panchayat Raj Act, 1993 (Karnataka
Act 14 of 1993) read with Section 311 of the said Act, the Government of
Karnataka hereby makes the following rules namely.-

1. Title and commencement.- (I) These rules may be called the Karnataka
Panchayat Raj (Conduct of Election) (Amendment) Rules, 1998.

(2) They shall come into force at once.

2. Amendment of Rule 5.- In Rule 5 of the Karnataka Panchayat Raj
(Conduct of Election) Rules, 1998.-

(@) in sub-rule (1) for the words, figures and brackets "Secretary of Grama
Panchayat or the officer authorised under sub-section (3) of Section 10 of the Act
in the case of Grama Panchayat and the Executive Officer or an officer authorised
under sub-section (3) of Section 126 of the Act in the case of Taluk Panchayat"
the words "The concerned Tahsildar" shall be substituted;

(b) in sub-rule (2) for the words, figures and brackets "the Secretary or the
officer authorised under sub-section (3) of Section 10 in the case of Grama
Panchayat and Executive Officer or an officer authorised under sub-section (3) of
Section 126 in the case of Taluk Panchayat" the words "The concerned Tahsildar"
shall be substituted.

ITHE KARNATAKA PANCHAYAT RAJ (CONDUCT OF ELECTION)
(AMENDMENT) RULES, 2000

Whereas, the draft of the Karnataka Panchayat Raj (Conduct of Election)
(Amendment) Rules, 2000, in Notification No. RDP 207 ZPS 99, dated 7-1-2000
was published in the Part IV, Section 2-c(i) of the Kamataka Gazette,
Extraordinary, dated 7-1-2000 as required by Section 311 of the Kamataka
Panchayat Raj Act, 1993 (Kamataka Act 14 of 1993) inviting objection and
suggestions to the said draft thereto within 10 days of its publication in the
Official Gazette.

And whereas, the said Gazette was made available to the public on
7-1- 2000;

And whereas, no objection or suggestions have been received by the State
Government in respect of the said draft.

Now, therefore, in exercise of the powers conferred by Section 311 of the
Karnataka Panchayat Raj Act, 1993 (Karnataka Act 14 of 1993), the Goverrunent
of Karnataka hereby makes the following rules, namely.-

1. Published in the Karnataka Gazette, Extraordinary, dated 19-1-2000, vide Notification No. RDP
207 GPS 99, dated 19-1-2000
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1. Short title and commencement.- () These rules may be called the

Karnataka Panchayat Raj (Conduct of Election) (Amendment) Rules, 2000.

(2) They shall corne into force from the date of their publication in the
Official Gazette.

2. Insertion of new Rule 14-A.- After Rule 14 of the Karnataka
Panchayat Raj (Conduct of Election) Rules, 1993, the following rules shall be

inserted, namely.-

"14-A. Receiving nomination in case of seats reserved under the

proviso to sub-sectiion (2) of Section 5.- Notwithstanding anything contained

in these rules, where a seat is reserved.-

(1)

for persons belonging to the Scheduled Caste under the proviso to
sub-section (2) of Section 5, the Resulting Officer may receive
nomination papers both from persons belonging to the Scheduled
Castes and Scheduled Tribes but shall return the nomination paper
filed by a person belonging to the Scheduled Tribes along with the
deposit made in case nomination paper is received from any person
belonging to the Scheduled Caste before the last date and time fixed
for making nomination, so however, he may proceed to consider the
nomination paper filed by a candidate belonging to the Scheduled
Tribes only when no nomination paper is received from a person
belonging to the Scheduled Castes before the date and time fixed for
making nomination.

for persons belonging to the Scheduled Tribes under the proviso to
sub-section (2) of Section 5, the Returning Officer may receive
nomination papers both from persons belonging to the Scheduled
Castes and Scheduled Tribes but shall return the nomination paper
filed by a person belonging to the Scheduled Castes along with the
deposit made in case nomination paper is received from any person
belonging to the Scheduled Tribes before the last date and time fixed
for making nomination, so however, he may proceed to consider the
nomination paper filed by a candidate belonging to the Scheduled
Castes only when no nomination paper is received from a person
belonging to the Scheduled Tribes before the date and time fixed for

making nomination."



ICORRIGENDUM

In the Karnataka Panchayat Raj (Conduct of Election) (Amendment)
Rules, 2000 published vide Notification No. RDP 207 GPS 99, dated 19-1-2000,

the following lines are to be read as shown against them; in respect of clauses

(i) and (ii) of Rule 14-A.-

In clause (i).-

'Returning Officer may accept Nomination'

'The date and time fixed'
In Clause (ii).-

'Returning Officer may accept

Nomination'
'The date and time fixed'

'In case nomination paper received'

READ

'Returning Officer may receive
Nomination'

The last date and time fixed

'Returning Officer may receive

Nomination'
'The last date and time fixed'

'In case nomination paper is

received'.

1.Published in the Karnataka Gazette, Extraordinary, dated 28-1-2000 vide Notification No. RDP

207 GPS 99, dated 27-1-2000
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ITHE KARNATAKA PANCHAYAT RAJ (CONDUCT OF ELECTION)
(AMENDMENT) RULES, 2010

Whereas, the draft of the following rules further to amend the Kamataka
Panchayat Raj (Conduct of Election) Rules, 1993 was published in Notification
No. RDP /180/ZPS/2010, dated 28th October, 2010, in Part IV-A, dated
29-10-2010 of the Kamataka Gazette, Extraordinary No. 1323, as required by
sub-section (1) of Section 311 of the Kamataka Panchayat Raj Act, 1993
(Kamataka Act 14 of 1993) inviting objections and suggestions to the said draft
from persons likely to be affected, within 15 days of its publication in the
Official Gazette.

And whereas, the said Gazette was made available to the public on 29th

October, 2010.

And whereas, no objections or suggestions have been received by the
State Govemment in respect of the said draft.

Now, therefore, in exercise of the powers conferred by Section 311(1) of
the Kamataka Panchayat Raj Act, 1993 (Kamataka Act 14 of 1993), the
Govemrnent of Kamataka hereby makes the following rules, namely.-

1. Title and Commencernent.- (I) These rules may be called the
Karnataka Panchayat Raj (Conduct of Election) (Amendment) Rules, 2010.
(2) They shall come into force from the date of their publication in the
Official Gazette.
2. Insertion of new Chapter III.- In the Kamataka Panchayat Raj
(Conduct of Election) Rules, 1993 (hereinafter referred to as the "said rules").-
Rule 85 may be renumbered as Rule 115 thereof and before the said rule

as so renumbered, the following shall be inserted, namely.-
"CHAPTER III
VOTING BY ELECTRONIC VOTING MACHINES

85. Application of provisions of this Chapter and Design of Electronic
Voting Machines.- () The provisions of this Chapter shall apply wherever
electronic voting machine is used during the conduct of elections to the Zilla
Panchayat, Taluk Panchayat and Grarna Panchayat.

(2) Every electronic voting machine (hereinafter referred to as the "voting
machine") shall comprise of two units, one a control unit and another a

1. Published in the Karnataka Gazette, Extraordinary No. 1556, dated 18-11-2010, vide Notification
No. RDP 180 ZPS 2010, dated 16-11-2010
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balloting unit and shall be of such designs as may be approved by the State
Election Commission.

86. Preparation of voting machine by the returning officer.- (I) The
balloting unit of the voting machine shall contain such particulars in Kannada
language or languages as the State Election Commission may specify.

(2) The names of the candidates shall be arranged on the balloting unit in
the same order in which they appear in the list of contesting candidates.

(3) If two or more candidates bear the same name, they shall be
distinguished by the addition of their father's name or residence or in some
other manner, as the State election commission may specify.

(4) Subject to the foregoing provisions of this rule, the returning officer
shall.-

(a) fix the label, containing the names and symbol of the contesting
candidates in the balloting unit and secure such unit with his seal
and the seals of such of the contesting candidates or their election
agents present as are desirous of affixing the same.

(b) set the number of contesting candidates and close the candidate set
section in the control unit and secure it with his seal and seals of
such of the contesting candidates or their election agents present as
are desirous of affixing the same.

87. Arrangements at-the polling stations.- (I) In each polling station there
shall be displayed prominently.-

(a) a notice specifying the polling area, the electors of which are entitled
to vote at the polling station and, when the polling area has more
than one polling station, the particulars of the electors so entitled to
vote; and

(b) a copy of the list of contesting candidates.

(2) At each polling station, there shall be set up one or more voting
compartments in which the electors can record their votes free from
observation.

(3) The returning officer shall provide at each polling station, one voting
machine and copies of relevant parts of the electoral roll and such other
election material as may be necessary for the poll.

(4) Without prejudice to the provisions of sub-rule (3), the returning
officer may, with the previous approval of the State Election Commission,
provide one common voting machine for two or more polling stations located in
the same premises.
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88. Admission to polling stations.- The presiding officer shall regulate the
number of electors, to be admitted at anyone time inside the polling station and
shall exclude all persons other than . .-

(a) polling officers;
(b) public servants on duty in connection with the election;
(c) persons authorised by the State Election Commission;

(d) candidates, their election agents and subject to the provisions of Rule
25, one polling agent of each candidate;

(e) a child in arms accompanying an elector;

() a person accompanying a blind or infirm elector, who cannot move
without help; and

(g) such other person as the retuming officer or the presiding officer may
employ under sub-rule (2) of Rule 91 or sub-rule (1) of Rule 92.

89. Preparation of voting machine for poll.- (1) The control unit and
balloting unit of every voting machine used at polling station shall bear a label

marked with.-
(a) the serial number, if any, and the name of the constituency;

(b) the serial number and name of the polling station or stations as the

case may be;
(c) the serial number of the unit; and
(d) the date of poll.

(2) Immediately before the commencement of the poll, the presiding
officer shall demonstrate to the polling agents and other persons present that
no vote has been already recorded in the voting machine and it bears the paper
seal referred to in sub-rule (4).

(3) A paper seal shall be used for securing the control unit of the voting
machine, and the presiding officer shall affix his own signature on the paper
seal and obtain thereon, the signatures of such of the polling agents as are

desirous of affixing the same.

(4) The presiding officer shall thereafter fix the paper seal so signed in the
space meant therefor in the control unit of the voting machine and shall secure

and seal the same.
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(5) The seal used for securing the control unit shall be so fixed that it is
not possible to press the "result button" without breaking the seal after the unit

has been sealed.

(6) The control unit shall be closed and secured and placed in full view of
the presiding officer and the polling agents and the balloting
unit shall be placed in the voting compartment, at the polling station.

90. Marked copy of the electoral roll.- Immediately before the
commencement of the poll, the presiding officer shall also demonstrate to the
polling agents and others present that the marked copy of the electoral roll to
be used during the poll does not contain.-

(a) any entry other than that made in pursuance of Rule 41; and

(b) any mark other than the mark made in pursuance of clause (b) of
sub-rule (2) of Rule 41.

91. Facilities for women electors.- () Where a polling station is for both
men and women electors, the presiding officer may direct that they shall be

admitted to the polling station alternatively in separate batches.

(2) The retuming officer or the presiding officer may appoint a woman to
serve as an attendant at any polling station to assist women electors and also
to assist the presiding officer generally in the poll in respect of woman electors,

and in particular, to help frisking any woman elector if necessary.

92. Identification of electors.- (1) The presiding officer may employ at the
polling station such persons as he thinks fit to help in the identification of the
electors or otherwise to assist him during the poll.

(2) As each elector enters the polling station, the presiding officer or the
polling officer authorised by him in this behalf shall check the elector's name
and other particulars with the relevant entry in the electoral roll and then call
out the serial number, name and other particulars of the elector.

(3) Where the polling station is situated in a constituency electors of
which have been supplied with identity cards under the provisions of the the
Registration of Electors Rules, 1960 made under the Representation of the
People Act, 1950 (Central Act 43 of 1950), the elector shall produce his identity
card before the presiding officer or the polling officer authorised by him in this
behalf.
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(4) In deciding the right of a person to cast his vote, the presiding officer
or the polling officer, as the case may be, shall over-look merely clerical or
printing errors in any entry in the electoral roll if he is satisfied that such

person is identical with the elector to whom such entry relates.

93. Facilities for public servants on election duty.- (1) The provisions of
Rule 92 shall not apply to any person who produces at the polling station an
election duty certificate in Form 20 and seeks permission to cast his vote at
that polling station although it is different from the one where he is entitled to

vote
(2) On production of such certificate, the presiding officer shall.-
(a) obtain thereon, the signature of the person producing it;

(b) have the person's name and electoral roll number as mentioned in
the certificate entered at the end of the marked copy of the electoral

roll; and

(c) permit him to cast his vote in the same manner as an elector is

entitled to vote at that polling station.

94. Challenging the identity.- () Any polling agent may challenge the
identity of a person claiming to be a particular elector by first depositing a sum
of Two rupees in cash with the presiding officer for each such challenge.

(2) On such deposit being made, the presiding officer shall.-
(a) warn the persons challenged of the penalty for personation;

(b) read the relevant entry in the electoral roll in full and ask him
whether he is the person referred to in that entry;

(c) enter his name and address in the list of challenged votes in Form
25; and

(d) require him to affix his signature in the said list.

(3) The presiding officer shall thereafter hold a summary inquiry into the

challenge and may for that purpose.-

(a) require the challenger to adduce evidence in proof of the challenge
and the person challenged to adduce evidence of proof of his

identity;
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(b) put to the person challenged any questions necessary for the
purpose of establishing his identity and require him to answer them

on oath; and

(c) administer an oath to the person challenged and any other person
offering to give evidence.

(4) It after the inquiry, the presiding officer considers that the challenge
has not been established he shall allow the person challenged to vote; and if he
considers that the challenge has been established, he shall debar the person
challenged from voting.

(5) If the presiding officer is of the opinion that the challenge is frivolous
or has not been made in good faith, he shall direct that the deposit made under
sub-rule (1) be forfeited to Government and in any other case, return to the

challenger at the conclusion of the inquiry.

95. Safeguards against personation.- (1) Every elector about whose identity
the presiding officer or the polling officer, as the case may be, is satisfied, shall
allow his left forefinger to be inspected by the presiding officer or the polling

officer and an indelible ink mark to be put on it.
(2) If any elector.-

(a) refuse to allow his left forefinger to be inspected or marked in
accordance with sub-rule (1) or has already such a mark on his left

forefinger or does any act with a view to removing the ink mark, or

(b) fails or refuses to produce his identity card as required by sub-rule
(3) of Rule 92 he shall not be allowed to vote.

(3) Where a poll is taken simultaneously in a Parliamentary Constituency
or Assembly Constituency and a ward, an elector whose left finger has been
marked with indelible ink or who has produced his identity card at one such
election, shall notwithstanding anything contained in sub-rules (1) and (2) be

permitted to cast his vote for the other election.

(4) Any reference in this rule to the left forefinger of an elector shall, in the
case where the elector has his left forefinger missing, be construed as a
reference to any other finger of his left hand, and shall, in the case where all the
fingers of his left hand are missing, be construed as a reference to the forefinger
or any other finger of his right hand, and shall in the case where all his fingers
of both the hands are missing be construed as a reference to such extremity of
his left or right arm as he possesses.
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96. Procedure for voting by voting machines.- (]) Before permitting an
elector to vote, the polling officer shall.-

(a) record the electoral roll number of the elector as entered in the marked
copy of the electoral roll in a register of voters in Form 38;

(b) obtain the signature or the thumb impression of an elector on the said

register of voters; and

(c) mark the name of the elector in the marked copy of the electoral roll to

indicate that he has been allowed to vote:

Provided that no elector shall be allowed to vote unless he has put his

signature or thumb impression on the register of voters.

(2) Notwithstanding anything contained in sub-rule (I), it shall be necessary
for any presiding officer or polling officer or any other officer to attest the thumb
impression of the elector on the register of voters.

97. Maintenance of secrecy of voting by electors within the polling
station and voting procedures.- (1) Every elector who has been permitted to
vote under Rule 96 shall maintain secrecy of voting within the polling station
and for that purpose observe the voting procedure hereinafter laid down.

(2) Immediately on being permitted to vote the elector shall proceed to the
presiding officer or the polling officer in charge of the control unit of the voting
machine who shall, by pressing the appropriate button on the control unit,

activate the balloting unit; for recording of elector's vote.
(3) The elector shall thereafter forthwith.-
(a) proceed to voting compartment;

(b) record his or her vote by pressing the button on the balloting unit
against the name and symbol of the candidate for whom he or she

intends to vote; and
(c) come out of the voting compartment and leave the polling station.
(4) Every elector shall vote without undue delay.

(5) No elector shall be allowed to enter the voting compartment when

another elector is inside it.

(6) If an elector who has been permitted to vote under Rule 96 or Rule 100
refuses after warning given by the presiding officer to observe the procedure
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laid down in sub-rule (3), the presiding officer or a polling officer under the
direction of the presiding officer shall not allow such elector to vote.

(7) Where an elector is not allowed to vote under sub-rule (6), a remark to
the effect that voting procedure has been violated shall be made against the
elector's name in the register of voters in Form 38 by the presiding officer

under his signature.

98. Recording of votes of blind or infirm electors.- () If the presiding
officer is satisfied that owing to the blindness or other physical infirmities an
elector is unable to recognise the symbol on the balloting unit of the voting
machine or unable to record his or her vote by pressing the appropriate button
thereon without assistance, the presiding officer shall permit the elector to take
with him or her a companion of his not less than eighteen years of age to the
voting compartment for recording the vote on his behalf and in accordance

with his wishes:

Provided that no person shall be permitted to act as the companion of

more than one elector at any polling station on the same day:

Provided further that before any person is permitted to act as the
companion of an elector on any day under this rule that person shall be
required to declare that he will keep secret the vote recorded by him on behalf of
the elector and that he has not already acted as the companion of any other
elector at any other polling station on that day.

(2) The presiding officer shall keep a record in Form 26 of all cases under

this rule.

99. Elector deciding not to vote.- If an elector, after his electoral roll
number has been duly entered in the register of voters in Form 38 and has put
his signature or thumb impression thereon as required under sub-rule (1) of
Rule 96, decides not to record his or her vote, a remark to this effect shall be
made against the said entry in Form 38 by the presiding officer and the
signature or thumb impression of the elector shall be obtained against such
remark.

100. Tendered votes.- (1) If a person representing himself to be a particular
elector seeks to vote after another person has already voted as such elector, he
shall, on satisfactorily answering such questions relating to his identity as the
presiding officer may ask, be instead of being allowed to vote through the

balloting unit, supplied with a tendered ballot paper, which shall be of such
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design, and the particulars of which shall be in kannada or languages as the
State Election Commission may specify.

(2) Every such elector shall before being supplied with tendered ballot
paper write his or her name against the entry relating to him or her in
Form 27-A(EVM).

(3) Every voter receiving the ballot paper shall forthwith.-
(@) proceed to the voting compartment;

(b) record there his or her vote on the ballot paper by placing cross mark
"X" with the instrument or article supplied for the purpose on or near

the symbol of the candidate for whom he intends to vote;
(c) fold the ballot paper so as to conceal his vote;

(d) show to the presiding officer, if required, the distinguishing mark on
the balloting paper;

(e) give it to the presiding officer who shall place it in a cover specially
kept for the purpose; and

(f) leave the polling station.

(4) If owing to blindness or physical infirmities, such elector is unable to
record his vote without assistance, the presiding officer shall permit him to take
with him a companion, subject to the same condition and for following the same
procedure as laid down in Rule 98 for recording the vote in accordance with his
wishes.

101. Presiding Officer's entry in the voting compartment during
poll- (1) The presiding officer may whenever he considers it necessary to do so,
enter the voting compartment during poll and take such steps as may be
necessary to ensure that the balloting unit is not tampered or interfered with in
any way.

(2) If the presiding officer has reason to suspect that an elector who has
entered the voting compartment is tampening or otherwise interfering with the
balloting unit or has remained inside the voting compartment for unduly long
period, he shall enter the voting compartment and take such steps as may be
necessary to ensure the smooth and orderly progress of the poll.

(3) Whenever the presiding officer enters the voting compartment under
this rule, he shall permit the polling agents present to accompany him if they
so desire.
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102. Closing of the poll.- () The presiding officer shall close a polling
station at the hour fixed in that behalf under Rule 12 read with Rule 57 and
shall not thereafter admit any elector into the polling station:

Provided that all the electors present at the polling station before it is
closed shall be allowed to cast their votes.

(2) If any question arises whether an elector was present at the
polling station before it was closed it shall be decided by the presiding
officer and his decision shall be final.

103. Account of votes recorded.- () The presiding officer shall at the
close of the poll prepare an account of votes recorded in Form 28-B(EVM) and
enclose it in a separate cover with the words "Account of votes recorded”
superscribed thereon.

(2) The presiding officer shall furnish to every polling agent present at the
close of the poll a true copy of the entries made in Form 28-B (EVM) after
obtaining receipt from the said polling agent there and shall attest it as a true
copy.

104. Sealing of voting machine after poll.- (1) As soon as practicable after
the closing of the poll, the presiding officer shall close the control unit to
ensure that no further votes can be recorded and shall detach the balloting
unit from the control unit.

(2) The control unit and the balloting unit shall thereafter be sealed, and
secured separately in such manner as the State Election Commission may
direct and the seal used for securing them shall be so affixed that it is not
possible to open the units without breaking the seals.

(3) The Polling agents present at the polling station, who desire to affix

their seals shall also be permitted to do so.

105. Sealing of other packets.- (1) Tlle presiding officer shall then make
into separate packet.-

(a) the marked copy of the electoral roll;
(b) the register of voters in Form 38;

(c) the cover containing the tendered ballot papers and the list in
Form 27-A(EVM);

(d) the list of challenged votes; and
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(e) any other papers directed by the State Election Commission to be
kept in a sealed packet.

(2) Each packet shall be sealed with the seal of the presiding officer and
with the seal either of the candidate or his election agent or his polling agent
who may be present at the polling station and may desire to affix his seal
thereon.

106. Transmission of voting machines, etc., to the Returning Officer.-
() The presiding officer shall then deliver or cause to be delivered to the
returning officer at such place, as the returning officer may direct.-

(a) the voting machine;

(b) the account of votes recorded in Form 28-B(EVM);
(c) the sealed packets referred to in Rule 105;

(d) all other papers used at the poll.

(2) The returning officer shall make adequate arrangements for the safe
transport of the voting machine, packets and other papers for the safe custody

until the commencement of the counting of votes.

107. Procedure on adjournment of poll.- (I) If the poll at any polling
station is adjourned under Rule 30, provisions of Rules 103 to 106 shalt as far
as practicable, apply as if the poll was closed at the hour fixed in that behalf
under Rule 57.

(2) When an adjourned poll is recommended under Rule 31, the electors
who have already voted at the poll so adjourned shall not be allowed to vote
again.

(3) The returning officer shall provide the presiding officer of the polling
station at which such adjourned poll is held, with the sealed
packet containing the marked copy of the electoral roll, register of voters
in Form 38 and a new voting machine.

(4) The presiding officer shall open the sealed packet in the presence of
the polling agents present and use the marked copy of the electoral roll for
marking the names of the electors who are allowed to vote at the adjourned poll.

(5) The provisions of Rule 2 and Rules 85 to 106 shall apply in relation to
the conduct of an adjourned poll before it was so adjourned.
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108. Closing of voting machine in case of booth capturing.- Where the
presiding officer is of the opinion that booth capturing is taking place at a
polling station or at a place fixed for the poll, he shall immediately close the
controlling unit of the voting machine to ensure that no further votes can be
recorded and shall detach the balloting unit from the control unit.

109. Counting of votes where electronic voting machines have been
used.- In relation to the counting of votes at a polling station, where voting
machine has been used the provisions of Rules 2 and 63 to 66 shall mutatis
mutandis apply.

110. Scrutiny and inspection of voting machines.- () The retuming officer
may have the control units of the voting machines used at more than one
polling station taken up for scrutiny and inspection and votes recorded in such

units counted simultaneously.

(2) Before the votes recorded in any control unit of voting machine are
counted under sub-rule (I), the candidate or his election agent or his
counting agent present at the counting table shall be allowed to inspect
the paper seal and such other vital seals as might have been affixed on

the unit and to satisfy themselves that the seals are intact.

(3) The returning officer shall satisfy himself that none of the voting

machines has in fact been tampered with.

(4) If the returning officer is satisfied that any voting machine has in fact
been tampered with, he shall not COWIt the votes recorded in that machine and
shall follow the procedure laid down in Rule 32 or Rule 33 as may be applicable

in respect of the polling station or stations where that machine was used.

111. Counting of votes.- () After the returning officer is satisfied
that a voting machine has in fact not been tempered with, he shall have the
votes recorded therein counted by pressing the appropriate button marked
"Result" provided in the control unit whereby the total votes polled and votes
polled by each candidate shall be displayed in respect of each such candidate
on the display panel provided for the purpose in the unit.

(2) As the votes polled by each candidate are displayed on the control
unit, the returning officer shall have.-

(a) the number of such votes recorded separately in respect of each
candidate in Part II of Form 28- B(EVM);
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(b) Part II of Form 28-B(EVM) completed in other respects and signed by
the counting supervisor and also by the candidates or their election
agents or their counting agents present; and

(c) corresponding entries made in a result sheet in Form 31-A(EVM) and
the particulars so entered in the result sheet announced.

112. Sealing of voting machines.- (1) After the result of voting recorded in a
control unit has been ascertained candidate-wise and entered in Part II of Form
28-B(EVM) and Form 31-A(EVM) under Rules 67(11), 69(7) and 71(1), (5) and
(6) the retuming officer shall reseal the unit with his seal and the seals of such
of the candidates or their election agents present who may desire to affix the
seals thereon so however that the result of voting recorded in the unit is not
obliterated and the unit retains the memory of such result.

(2) The control unit so sealed shall be kept in specially prepared boxes on
which the returning officer shall record the following particulars, namely.-

(a) the name of the constituency;

(b) the particulars of the polling station or stations where the control unit
has been used;

(c) serial number of the control unit;
(d) date of poll; and
(e) date of counting.

(3) The provisions of Rules 70 to 72 shalt so far as may be, apply in
relating to voting by voting machines and CULY reference in those rules to.-

(a) ballot paper shall be construed as including a reference to such
voting machine;

(b) any rule shall be construed as a reference to the corresponding rule
in Chapter II or, as the case may be, to Rule 110 or 111.

113. Custody of voting machines and papers relating to election.- (1) All
voting machines used at an election shall be kept in such custody as the an
Commissioner, State Election Commission, Kamataka may direct.

(I-A) All voting machines used at an election shall be kept in the custody of
the concemed District Election Officer.

(2) The District Election Officer shall keep in safe custody.-

(a) the packets of unused postal ballot papers with counterfoils attached
thereto;

(b) the packets of used postal ballot papers whether valid tendered or
rejected;

(c) the packets of counterfoils of used postal ballot papers;
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(d) the packets of the marked copy of the electoral roll or, as the case
may be;

(e) the packets containing register of voters in Form 38, including voters'
slip;

(f) the packets of the declarations by electors and the attestation of their
signatures.

114. Applicability of Central Rules, statutory orders, etc.- Without
prejudice to the foregoing provisions, wherever no specific provisions are made
in these rules, the provisions of the Conduct of Election Rules, 1961 made
under the Representation of the People Act, 1951 as amended from time to time
and instructions, statutory orders and clarifications issued by the Election
Commissions of India shall mutatis mutandis apply for the cases under these
rules."

3. Insertion of new Form 27-A.- (i) After Form 27 of said rules, the
following shall be inserted, namely.-

[FORM 27-A(EVM)
[See Rule 100]

List of tendered votes
Election to the member of .................. Grama/Taluk/Zilla Panchayat from

........................ Constituency
No. and Name of the Polling Station.......................

Part No. of Electoral roll.....................

S1. No. in Register
si. Name of S1.No. of of voters (Form38) | Signature/Thumb
lector in f ho impression of
No. elector © of persons w P
electoral roll | has already voted elector
in place of elector
1.
2.
3.
4.
S.
6.
etc.

Date: .............. Signature of the Presiding Officer
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(ii) After Form 28-A of the said rules, the following shall be inserted, namely:-

FORM 28-B(EVM)
[See Rules 103 and 106]
PART I
ACCOUNT OF VOTES RECORDED

Election to the member of .......... Grama/Taluk/Zilla Panchayat from

.............. Constituency

No. and Name of Polling Station ...................

Identification No. of Voting Control Unit.....................

Identification No. of Voting Ballot Unit ....................... .

Machine used at the Polling Station Balloting Unit.-

1.

o RN

9.

Total No. of electors assigned to the Polling Station
Total No. of voters as entered in the Register for Voters (Form 38)
No. of voters deciding not to record votes under Rule 99.
No. of voters not allowed to vote under Rule 97.
Total No. of votes recorded as per the voting machine.
Whether the total No. of votes as shown against Item 5 tallies with the
Total No. of voters as shown against Item 2 minus Nos. of voters
deciding not to record votes as against Item 3 minus No. of voters as
against 4 (2-3-4) or any discrepancy noticed.
No. of voters to whom tendered ballot papers were issued under
Rule 100.
No. of tendered ballot papers.-
(a) received for use
(b) issued to electors
(c) not used and returned
Account of paper seals
From To Signature of polling agents
. S1. No.'s of paper seals supplied

From To L

Total numbers supplied D
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3. Number of paper seals used B
4. Number of unused paper seals
Returned to Returning Officer Ao

S. Serial number of damaged paper seal if any S. ...

Date: ............. Signature of the Presiding Officer
Place:......... Polling Station No...................
PART II

RESULT OF COUNTING

S1. No. Name of Candidate No. of votes recorded

AR o i

Total

Whether the total numbers of votes shown above tallies with the total
number of votes shown against item S of Part I or any discrepancy noticed
between the two totals.

Signature of the Counting Supervisor

Name of candidate/election agent/counting agent Full signature

Date: ..covveviiiieiin... Signature of the returning officer.]
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(iii)) After Form 31 of the said rules, the following shall be inserted, namely:-

FORM 31-A(EVM)
[See Rule 111]
FINAL RESULT SHEET

(To be used for recording the result of voting at polling stations other than notified polling stations)

Election to the member of .................. Grama/Taluk/Zilla Panchayat
from............ool Constituency

Name of the Constituency: e,

Total Number of electors in Constituency i,

S1. ;\Io. No. of valid votes cast Total of | No. of | Total No. of
O, in favour of valid | rejected | Tendered
Polling
. Votes votes Votes
Station
A B C
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

TOTAL No. of votes recorded at Polling Stations.

No. of votes recorded on postal ballot papers.

(To be filled in the case of election from a Constituency)

TOTAL votes polled.

Date: .....ccoiiiiiil, Returning Officer
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(iv) After Form 37 of the said rules, the following shall be inserted, namely:-

FORM 38
[See Rule 96]
Register of voters

Election to the member of ... Grama /Taluk/Zilla
Panchayat from....................... Constituency. Constituency No. and Name of
Polling station......................... Part No. of Electoral Roll .....................

S1.No. _Sl. No. of elector _Slgnatgre / Thumb Remarks

in the electoral roll | impression of elector
1.
2.
3.
4.
etc.
Date: Signature of the Presiding Officer
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